6-8th Grade 2012 Louisiana Young Readers’ Choice (LYRC) 
Annotated Title List

City of the Dead (The Haunting of Derek Stone Series book 1) by Tony Abbott. 160 pages. Two weeks after surviving a tragic train accident in which he loses his brother and father, Derek Stone is told that his brother has been found alive. Upon investigating his brother’s strange behaviors he discovers that a similar accident occurred 70 years earlier.  He suspects that the souls from the first accident possessing the bodies from the most recent accident. (Reluctant reader, LA interest, ghost story, zombies)

IL: MG - BL: 3.7 - AR Pts: 3.0
Paperback. Scholastic. 2009. 0-545-03429-9. $4.99.

Compact Disc. Brilliance Audio. 2009. 1-4233-9476-3. $39.97. 
The Way of the Warrior (Young Samurai Series Book 1) by Chris Bradford. 368 pages. In this fast paced adventure, a 12 year old British youth named Jack, finds his ship attacked by Ninja warriors in Medieval Japan. Jack is given a map of great importance that pirates would kill to posses Jack must learn the way of the Samurai to survive. (Action adventure, pirates, historical fiction, Japan) IL: MG + - BL: 6.4 - AR Pts: 11.0

Hardback. Hyperion Press. 2009. 1-4231-1871-5. $16.99.

Trade Paper. Hyperion Press. 2010. 1-4231-1986-X. $7.99.

Wings (The Mysterious Mr. Spines Series Book 1) by Jason Lethcoe. 224 pages. On his 14th birthday, Edward’s persistent itch between his shoulders erupts into large, ebony wings. Suddenly thrown into a battle for his life, as well as countless souls in the afterlife, Edward joins the army of Guardians battling the Jackal. The Jackal is the most evil fallen Guardian of all. (Reluctant Reader, fantasy) IL: MG - BL: 5.9 - AR Pts: 5.0.

Paperback. Penguin Group. 2009. 0-448-44653-7. $6.99.
Closed for the Season by Mary Downing Hahn. 192 pages. Seventh graders Logan Forbes and his family have recently moved into an old house. Sixth grader and next door neighbor, Arthur, informs the family that the woman accused of embezzling money from the local amusement park was murdered in their new home.  Arthur believes the murdered woman may have been innocent of the crime she was accused of. The boys’ attempt to solve the mystery leads them on a thrilling adventure.  (Thriller, adventure mystery) IL: MG - BL: 4.4 - AR Pts: 6.0 

Hardback. Clarion Books. 2009. 0-547-08451-X. $16.00.

Trade Paper. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. 2010. 0-547-39853-0. $5.99. 

Dormia by Jake Halpern and Peter Kujawinski Halpern. 528 pages.  Twelve-year-old Alfonso Perplexon is an ordinary boy who does extraordinary things in his sleep.  The appearance of his long lost uncle offers an explanation of his talents and the unusual plant that he has grown in his sleep.  The bloom must be delivered to Dormia to save its last city from destruction. There are those who would seek to destroy the plant.  The perilous quest to deliver the magical plant begins. (Fantasy, Magic, Adventure) MG - BL: 5.8 - AR Pts: 20.0 

Hardback.  Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. 2009. 0-547-07665-7. $17.00.


Trade Paperback. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. 2010. 0-547-32887-7. $7.99.
Dying to Meet You by Kate Klise. 160 pages. I.B. Grumply, a writer, moves into an old Victorian mansion to finish his latest novel.  He is stumped by a case of writers block and with the knowledge that the house is already inhabited by a boy named Seymour Hope, a cat, and a ghost named Olive C. Spence.  This ghostly read is told with humor through drawings, letters, newspaper clippings and other fun forms of delivery. (Humorous, Ghost story, 1st in a series) IL: MG - BL: 4.9 - AR Pts: 2.0 
Hardback. Harcourt. 2009. 0-15-205727-7. $15.00. 
Invisible I (The Amanda Project Series Book 1) by Stella Lennon. 304 pages. After new student, Amanda Valentino, graffiti’s the vice principal’s car and disappears, Callie, Nia, and Hal are blamed for the offense.  But… where is Amanda?  The trio must use the clues and lies Amanda has left behind to find her. Readers can continue the search at www.amandaproject.com. (Chick-lit, mystery, 1st in a series, online component) IL: MG+ - BL: 5.7 - AR Pts: 11.0
Hardback. HarperCollins Teen. 2009. 0-15-205727-7. $16.99.  (Out of Print edition)

***Please Note: this title has been repackaged and remarketed with the same content but with a different title and authors
The Amanda Project (Book 1) by Amanda Valentino and Melissa Kantor. 


Paperback. HarperCollins Teen. 2010. 9780061742132. $8.99
11 Birthdays by Wendy Mass. 272 pages. Have you ever had a bad day? Now take that day and multiply it by 10. Next relive that day over and over, over and over…to infinity.  That is the life of Amanda and Leo, who by the way, hate each other and are stuck together in the same horrible day.  (like a Groundhog Day for middle school, friendship) IL: MG - BL: 4.1 - AR Pts: 7.0
Hardback. Scholastic. 2009. 0-545-05239-4. $16.99. 
Paperback. Scholastic. 2010. 0-545-05240-8. $6.99.

Compact Disc. Scholastic. 2010. 0-545-20278-7. $49.95.

Brand-New Emily by Ginger Rue. 240 pages. After being targeted by the popular 8th grade clique, The Daisies, new girl Emily, through a twist of events and the help of others, decides to “re-brand” herself. However, is being popular on the outside worth changing who you are on the inside? (Chick-lit, self identity) IL: MG - BL: 4.7 - AR Pts: 10.0

Hardback. Ten Speed Press. 2009. 1-58246-269-0. $15.99.

Trade Paper. Ten Speed Press. 2010. 1-58246-323-9. $7.99. 

Jolted: Newton Starker’s Rules for Survival by Arthur G. Slade. 240 pages. Nearly everyone in Newton Starker’s family has been killed by lightning.  It seems to be some kind of family curse. To hopefully escape this fate, Newton enrolls in Jerry Potts Academy for Survival in Moose Jaw, Canada. Can Newton use his newly acquired survival skills to make friends and finally learn how to start living? (Realistic fiction, family curse – being struck by lightning, survival, humorous) IL: MG - BL: 4.5 - AR Pts: 5.0

Hardback. Random House Children’s Books. 2009. 0-385-74700-4. $15.99.
A Truth Worth Tellin’ by Toni Teepell. 204 pages. It is 1962 and Maggie and her family have just moved to Pearl, Louisiana. Maggie has become quite an accomplished liar over the years fabricating stories to cover for her schizophrenic mother. The first friend Maggie makes in her new town is a wild little girl named Sam. Sam has a secret and swears Maggie to secrecy about it.  When Sam’s situation takes a turn for the worst, Maggie has to decide if telling the truth is important enough for her to break her promise to Sam. This is Louisiana native, Toni Teepell’s, debut novel. (www.atruthworthtellin.com) (Louisiana author, Louisiana setting, Historical fiction, family relations, coming of age story) IL: MG+ - BL: 4.0 - AR Pts: 7.0

Trade Paper. Ramsay Publishing. 2009. 0615308228. $10.99
Malice by Chris Wooding. 348 pages. Say “Tall Jake, take me away” six times, burn three secret ingredients and you will enter the comic-book world of Malice.  Seth and Kady have their doubts about this and they set out to find the truth about Malice. Part graphic novel, part fantasy, with a cliff-hanger ending, Malice has something for every reader.  (Mixed Text/Graphic Novel, fantasy, suspense) IL: MG+ - BL: 4.5 - AR Pts: 10.0

Hardback. Scholastic. 2009. 054516043X. $14.99.


Trade Paper. Scholastic. 2010. 0-545-16044-8. $8.99.
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