Louisiana Young Readers’ Choice Award 2009
Grades 3-5 Ballot
“Brothers” by Yin. Illustrated by Chris K. Soentpiet. 32 pages. 
After he arrives in San Francisco from China to work in his brother's store, Ming is lonely until an Irish boy befriends him, sparking a friendship that brings two very different communities together. 

Trade Cloth. Penguin/Philomel, 2006. 0399234063. $16.99. 
“The Diary of a Killer Cat” by Anne Fine. Illustrated by Steve Cox. 64 pages. 
Tuffy the pet cat tries to defend himself against accusations of terrifying other animals and murdering the neighbor's rabbit. 

Cloth Over Boards. Holtzbrinck, 2006. 0374317798. $15.00

“The Last Brother: A Civil War Tale” by Trinka Hakes Noble. Illustrated by Robert Papp 48 pages. 
Eleven-year-old Gabe enlists in the Union Army in Pennsylvania along with his brother Davy and, as bugler, does his best to protect Davy during the Battle of Gettysburg. 
Trade Cloth. Sleeping Bear Press, 2006. 1585362530. $17.95. 
“Maggie’s Amerikay” by Barbara Timberlake Russell. Illustrated by Jim Burke. 40 pages. 
In New Orleans in 1898, while her mother talks of saving to buy land and her father insists on the importance of an education, young Irish immigrant Maggie McCrary is determined to find her own way in the new place they call home. 

Trade Cloth. Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 2006. 0374347220. $17.00.  
“My Name is Sally Little Song” by Brenda Woods. 192 pages. 
When their owner plans to sell one of them in 1802, twelve-year-old Sally and her family run away from their Georgia plantation to look for both freedom from slavery and a home in Florida with the Seminole Indians. 
Trade Cloth. Penguin/Putnam Juvenile, 2006.  0399243127. $15.99. 

Paperback.  Penguin/Puffin, 2007. 014240943X. $5.99. 

“Night Boat to Freedom” by Margot Theis Raven. Illustrated by E. B. Lewis. 40 pages. 
At the request of his fellow slave Granny Judith, Christmas John risks his life to take runaways across a river from Kentucky to Ohio. 

Trade Cloth. Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 2006. 0374312664. $16.00. 

The Prophecy” by Hilari Bell. 208 pages. 
Guided by the words of a prophecy, Prince Perryndon, who loves books more than swords, sets out to slay the black dragon that is destroying his kingdom. 

Trade Cloth. HarperCollins, 2006. 006059943X. $15.99. 
Library Binding. HarperCollins, 2006. 0060599448. $16.89. 
“Room One: A Mystery or Two” by Andrew Clements. Illustrated by Chris Blair. 176 pages. 
Ted, the only sixth-grader in a small one-room school in rural Nebraska, loves to solve mysteries. But the real challenge comes when he tries to solve the mystery of the girl’s face in the, supposedly, abandoned farmhouse.

Trade Cloth. Simon & Schuster, 2006. 0689866860. $15.95. 
E-Book. Recorded Books. 1429403209. $1.00. 
Audio Cassette. Recorded Books, 2006. 1428108874. $29.75. 
Compact Disc. Recorded Books, 2006. 1428108920. $29.75

“Rotten Richie and the Ultimate Dare” by Patricia Polacco. 48 pages. 
Richie and his younger sister Trisha face off in a contest to see whose hobby is more challenging. 

       Trade Cloth. Penguin/Philomel, 2006. 0399245316. $16.99. 


“Roxie and the Hooligans” by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor. Illustrated by Alexandra Boiger. 128 pages. 
In this beginning chapter book nine-year old Roxie finds herself stranded on an island with the bullying Helvetia Hooligans and a couple of nasty thieves. 

Trade Cloth. Simon & Schuster/Atheneum, 2006. 1416902430. $15.95. 
Trade Paper. Simon & Schuster/Aladdin, 2007. 1416902449. $4.99. 
“Safe at Home” by Sharon Robinson. 160 pages. 
After the death of his father, Elijah Breeze, a ten-year-old African American boy, moves back to New York City with his mother and attends a summer baseball camp as he tries to make new friends and adapt to urban ways. 

Trade Cloth. Scholastic, 2006. 0439671973. $16.99. 
Trade Paper. Scholastic, 2007. 0439671981. $4.99. 
“What Athletes are Made Of” by Hanoch Piven. 40 pages. 
This book provides symbolic portraits of 23 well-known athletes. Using everyday items like toy airplanes, Coke bottles, and pencil sharpeners, and with fun fascinating tales of each player's life, Hanoch Piven shows us what our favorite pro-athletes of the past and present are really made of. 

Trade Cloth. Simon & Schuster/Atheneum, 2006. 1416910026. $16.95. 
“Why Do Dogs Have Wet Noses?” by Stanley Coren. 64 pages. 
This collection of humorous anecdotes and cute photographs of dogs is terrific for recreational reading.

Trade Cloth. Kids Can Press, 2006. 1553376579. $12.95. 
“The Winner’s Walk” by Nancy Ruth Patterson. Illustrated by Thomas Yezerski. 128 pages. 
Surrounded by a multitalented family, nine-year-old Case Callahan feels driven to succeed, but his failed attempts at various competitions discourage him until he finds a stray dog with a surprising past.  
Trade Cloth. Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 2006. 0374384452. $16.00. 

“The World’s Greatest Elephant” by Ralph Helfer. Illustrated by Ted Lewin. 48 pages. 
This beautifully illustrated book is the true story of the friendship of a man and an elephant. They were born on the same day in Germany and spent over 80 years together, surviving many trials, including the breakup of the circus and a shipwreck on the Indian Ocean. 

Trade Cloth. Penguin/Philomel, 2006. 0399241906. $16.99. 
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