Louisiana Young Readers’ Choice Award 2009
Grades 6-8 Ballot
“Black Duck” by Janet Taylor Lisle. 240 pages. 
Ruben Hart tells the story of how, in 1929 Newport, Rhode Island, his family and his best friend's family were caught up in the violent competition among groups trying to control the local rum-smuggling trade. 

Trade Cloth. Penguin/Philomel, 2006. 0399239634. $15.99. 

Trade Paper. Penguin/Puffin, 2007. 0142409022. $6.99. 

Compact Disc. Listening Library, 2007. 0739348825. $35.00. 

“Crossing the Wire” by Will Hobbs. 224 pages. 
Fifteen-year-old Victor Flores journeys north in a desperate attempt to cross the Arizona border and find work in the United States to support his family in central Mexico. 

Trade Cloth. HarperCollins, 2006. 0060741384. $15.99. 

Library Binding. HarperCollins, 2006. 0060741392. $16.89. 

Trade Paper. HarperCollins, 2007. 0060741406. $5.99.

E-Book. Recorded Books, LLC. 1429412658. $1.00. 
Audio Cassette.  Recorded Books, LLC, 2006. 142811128X. $39.75. 
Compact Disc. Recorded Books, LLC, 2006. 1428111336. $49.75. 
“Dark Water Rising” by Marian Hale. 240 pages. 
While salvaging and rebuilding in the aftermath of the Galveston flood of 1900, sixteen-year-old Seth proves himself in a way that his previous efforts never could, but he still must face his father man-to-man. 

Cloth Over Boards.  Henry Holt, 2006. 0805075852. $16.95.  
“Escaping into the Night” by D. Dina Friedman. 208 pages. 
Thirteen-year-old Halina Rudowski narrowly escapes the Polish ghetto and flees to the forest, where she is taken in by an encampment of Jews trying to survive World War II. 
Trade Cloth. Simon & Schuster/Silver Dolphin, 2006.  1416902589. $16.99

“Fairest” by Gail Carson Levine. 336 pages. 
In a land where beauty and singing are valued above all else, Aza eventually comes to reconcile her unconventional appearance and her magical voice and learns to accept herself for who she truly is. 

Trade Cloth. HarperCollins, 2006. 0060734086. $16.99. 

Library Binding. HarperCollins, 2006. 0060734094. $17.89.

Large Print. Thorndike Press, 2007. 0786292709. $23.95. 
Compact Disc. Full Cast Audio, 2007. 1934180084. $39.95. 
“Grooves: A Kind of Mystery” by Kevin Brockmeier. 208 pages. 
After a seventh-grader discovers that the grooves in his Thigpen-brand blue jeans are encoded with a cry for help, he sets out to save the factory workers from greedy entrepreneur Howard Thigpen. 

Trade Cloth. HarperCollins, 2006. 0060736917. $15.99. 
Library Binding. HarperCollins, 2006. 0060736925. $16.89. 
“Heat” by Mike Lupica. 220 pages. 
When their father dies two Cuban brothers try to avoid social services and survive on their own in New York City. At the same time pitching prodigy Michael Arroyo, is benched from playing Little League baseball because rival coaches doubt he is only twelve years old and he has no parents to offer them proof. 

Trade Cloth. Penguin/Philomel, 2006. 0399243011. $16.99. 

Trade Paper. Penguin/Puffin, 2007. 0142407577. $6.99. 
Audio Cassette. Listening Library, 2006. 0307285979. $35.00

Compact Disc. Listening Library, 2006. 0307284417. $30.00

“Kiki Strike: Inside the Shadow City” by Kirsten Miller. 250 pages. 
Life becomes more interesting for Ananka Fishbein when, at the age of twelve, she discovers an underground room in the park across from her New York City apartment and meets a mysterious girl called Kiki Strike who claims that she, too, wants to explore the subterranean world. 

Cloth Over Boards. Bloomsbury, 2006. 1582349606. $16.95. 

Trade Paper. Bloomsbury, 2007. 1599900920. $7.95. 

“The Legend of Bass Reeves: Being the True and Fictional Account of the Most Valiant Marshal in the West” by Gary Paulsen. 160 pages. 
This book tells the story of Bass Reeves, who was born into slavery, and how he became the most successful U.S. Marshal of the Wild West. 

Trade Cloth. Random House/Wendy Lamb, 2006. 038574661X. $15.95. 

Library Binding. Random House/Wendy Lamb, 2006. 0385908989. $17.99. 

Mass Market Paperback. Random House/Laurel Leaf, 2008. 0553494295. $6.50. 
“Runaway” by Wendelin Van Draanen. 256 pages. 
After running away from her fifth foster home, Holly, a twelve-year-old orphan, travels across the country, keeping a journal of her experiences and struggle to survive. 

Trade Cloth. Random House/Knopf, 2006. 0375835229. $15.95. 
Library Binding. Random House/Knopf, 2006. 0375935223. $17.99. 
Mass Market Paperback. Random House/Laurel Leaf, 2008. 0440421098. $6.50. 
“The Runaway Princess” by Kate Coombs. 288 pages. 
Fifteen-year-old Princess Meg uses magic and her wits to rescue a baby dragon and escape the unwanted attentions of princes hoping to gain her hand in marriage through a contest arranged by her father, the king. 

Trade Cloth. Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 2006. 0374355460. $17.00. 

Large Print. Thorndike Press, 2007. 078629633X. $22.95. 

“Secrets of My Hollywood Life” by Jen Calonita. 256 pages. 
Longing to experience the life of a "normal" teenager, sixteen-year-old actress Kaitlin Burke assumes a false identity to attend a local high school. 

Trade Cloth. Little, Brown, 2006. 0316154423. $16.99. 

Trade Paper. Little, Brown/Poppy, 2007. 0316154431. $7.99.

“Shug” by Jenny Han. 256 pages. 
A twelve-year-old girl learns about friendship, first loves, and self-worth in a small town in the South. 

Trade Cloth. Simon & Schuster/Silver Dolphin, 2006. 1416909427. $16.99. 
Trade Paper. Simon & Schuster/Aladdin, 2007. 1416909435. $5.99. 
Large Print. Thorndike Press. 0786294981. $22.95

E-Book. Recorded Books, LLC. 1423790855. $1.00. 

Audio Cassette. Recorded Books, LLC, 2006. 1419382438. $39.75.

Compact Disc. Recorded Books, LLC, 2006. 1419382489. $49.75.

“Sparrow” by Sherri L. Smith. 192 pages. 
After the death of the beloved grandmother who raised her, high-school student Kendall Washington travels to New Orleans expecting to be taken in by her only living relative, an aunt, but the reunion does not go as planned. 
Trade Cloth. Random House/Delacorte, 2006. 0385733240. $15.95. 

Library Binding. Random House/Delacorte, 2006. 038590343X. $17.99. 
Mass Market Paperback. Random House/Laurel Leaf, 2008. 0440239451. $6.50. 
“Storm Thief “by Chris Wooding. 320 pages. 
With the help of a golem, two teenaged thieves try to survive on the city island of Orokos, where unpredictable probability storms continually change both the landscape and the inhabitants. 

Trade Cloth. Scholastic/Orchard Books, 2006. 0439865131. $16.99. 
Trade Paper. Scholastic Paperbacks, 2007. 043986514X. $8.99. 
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