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Molly the Pony a True Story by Pam Kaster.  Louisiana State University Press.  2008. 36 pages.

SUMMARY

Molly the pony was left in her barn with water and hay, while her owners evacuated from Hurricane Katrina.  Her owners were not able to return home as quickly as they expected to.  Molly waited and waited in her barn.  Hurricane Katrina had severely damaged the barn and a huge tree had fallen on the barn.  Molly still waited inside.  Two weeks after Hurricane Katrina Molly was rescued from the barn.  She was brought to Ms. Kaye’s farm with many other rescued animals.  As Molly took a nap, she was attacked by a dog.  One of her front legs was badly damaged in the attack.  The veterinarians at LSU School of Veterinary Medicine amputated Molly’s front leg and fit her with a prosthetic leg.  Molly recovered well.  She now works as a therapy horse.

AUTHOR’S BIOGRAPHY

“Pam Kaster has been writing and doing the photo illustrations for her children's picture books for five years.  She wrote Zydeco Goes to Horse Camp (Trafford Press) in 2005 (www.trafford.com/bookstore and www.amazon.com/) and Molly the Pony, A True Story (LSU Press) in 2008 (http://www.lsu.edu/lsupress/bookPages/9780807133200.html and www.amazon.com).  She is a member of the Equine Photographers Network and the National Association of Photoshop Professionals.  Molly the Pony, A True Story was awarded the 2008 ASPCA® Henry Bergh's Children's Book Award for Nonfiction Humane Heroes.  Pam has been a disaster preparedness volunteer for twenty years and managed a Red Cross shelter during Hurricane Katrina.  She continues her life long study of natural horsemanship techniques with the help of her horses.  One of her goals is to write a series of children's picture books about unsung equine heroes.  She lives in Zachary, Louisiana with her husband, three horses, three dogs, and two cats.”

Source of Author Information:

The above bio was written by Pam Kaster.  She emailed it to me on February 9, 2010 for inclusion in this teacher resource guide.

OTHER TITLES BY AUTHOR

Zydeco Goes to Horse Camp by Pam Kaster.  Trafford.  2005.  20 pages.

Sofia drives a truck pulling Zydeco in a horse trailer from Louisiana to Florida.  They attend a week-long horse camp to become better partners.

RELATED TITLES

Horse:  the Essential Guide for Young Equestrians.  By Libby Hamilton.  Candlewick Press.  2008.  24 pages

Learn about horse anatomy, breeds, tack, grooming, riding, and shows with this interactive book.  Lift the flap pages and foldout pages reveal layers of horse information.

Panda:  a Guide Horse for Ann.  By Rosanna Hansen.  Boyds Mills Press.  2005.  48 pages.

Panda is a miniature horse who has been trained to help the blind.  She helps Ann.

I Love to Draw Horses.  By Jennifer Lipsey.  Lark Books.  2008.  48 pages.  Learn how to draw horses starting with circles.  Sketch and learn about various breeds.

My First Horse and Pony Care Book.  By Judith Draper.  Kingfisher.  2006.  48 pages.  Learn about pony breeds, riding, tack, feeding, grooming, and safety tips.

CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS

Art



The above thumbnail coloring page is from http://www.coloringqueen.com.  Click on horse coloring pages and then click on pony.  Students can color the pony, cut it out, and glue it to a piece of construction paper that will represent the inside of the barn.  The students can cut short, skinny strips of yellow construction paper to form clumps of hay inside the barn.  Students can use construction paper to make a roof for the barn, and barn doors that open to reveal the pony inside the barn.

Language Arts

Students can write a paragraph about their own experiences evacuating or having evacuated family or friends stay with them.  

Science
Students can use World Book Encyclopedia or World Book Online to find and read articles on pony and horse.  Students can participate in a whole class comparison of ponies and horses.  A three part chart can be constructed on the board showing the characteristics unique to ponies in one column, characteristics that ponies and horse share in the second column, and the characteristics unique to horses in the third column.  Ponies have bodies that are smaller in scale. Ponies are the right size for children to ride.  Ponies and horses have similar body structure, eat hay and oats, drink water, live in barns, graze in fields, can be trained and ridden.  Horses have bodies that are larger in scale.  Horses are the right size for adults to ride.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Why was Molly left in her barn?

How do you think Molly felt when she was rescued from her barn?

How do you think Molly liked living on Ms. Kaye’s farm?

What happened to Molly’s front leg?

What does amputate mean?

What is a prosthetic limb?

What is a therapy horse?

Why is Molly a great therapy horse?

WEB SITES

Pam Kaster’s Official Website
http://bayouponytales.com
Coloring Queen


http://www.coloringqueen.com.

World Book Encyclopedia Online
www.worldbookonline.com
*Please Note – Not everyone has access to the World Book Online Database.  Only some schools and public libraries have subscriptions.  
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