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SUMMARY 

A novel in verse, Mountain Dog tells the story of eleven-year-old Tony as he transitions to life in the Sierra Nevada with his great uncle, Tío. Though Tony feels lost after his mother is imprisoned for training fighting dogs, he makes a new life with Tío and his search-and-rescue dog, Gabe. Not only does Tony make friends at the mountain school and cowboy church, but he also develops a love for the wilderness and helping others. Plus, Tío teaches Tony about his family’s immigration journey.
Through alternating points-of-view, Mountain Dog provides direct insight into Tony’s and Gabe’s thoughts and feelings. In addition, detailed black-and-white illustrations set the scenes and help readers interpret characters’ emotions. Though it features tough issues like imprisonment, immigration, foster care, and search and rescue missions, Mountain Dog realistically presents Tony’s hopeful journey to overcome a painful past.
AUTHOR BIOGRAPHY

Margarita Engle grew up in Los Angeles, California. Since her mother was born and raised in Cuba, Margarita spent summers there getting to know her extended family. These visits encouraged her to study botany, agronomy, and creative writing. After writing The Surrender Tree, she became the first Latino to be awarded a Newbery Honor in 2009. The Surrender Tree also earned the Jane Addams Children’s Book Award and the Pura Belpré Award in 2009. In addition, The Poet Slave of Cuba won the Pura Belpré Award in 2008, and Hurricane Dancers became a Pura Belpré Honor book in 2012. Margarita Engle now lives with her husband in central California where she assists him with wilderness search-and-rescue dog training sessions.  


Biographical information taken from the author’s website at 


http://www.margaritaengle.com/about.html,
 
Accessed October 8, 2014.

ILLUSTRATOR BIOGRAPHY

Natives of Russia, Olga and Aleksey Ivanov immigrated to the United States in 2002. A husband and wife team, they met in art school in Moscow. Together they have illustrated more than 70 children’s books. They now live in Denver, Colorado, with their son and dog. In their free time, they enjoy hiking in the Rocky Mountains.  


Biographical information taken from the illustrators’ website at 


http://www.mbartists.com/cgi-bin/iowa/artists.html?artist=80,

Accessed October 8, 2014.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Author website http://www.margaritaengle.com/index.html
Illustrator website http://www.mbartists.com/cgi-bin/iowa/artists.html?artist=80
OTHER TITLES BY AUTHOR

The Poet Slave of Cuba: A Biography of Juan Francisco Manzano (2006)

The Surrender Tree: Poems of Cuba’s Struggle for Freedom (2008)

The Firefly Letters: A Suffragette’s Journey to Cuba (2010)

Hurricane Dancers: The First Caribbean Pirate Shipwreck (2011)


OTHER TITLES BY ILLUSTRATOR

Charlotte’s Web: Wilbur Find a Friend (2006)

Mia and the Too Big Tutu (2010) 

Flappy and Scrappy (2010)

RELATED TITLES

White Fur Flying by Patricia MacLachlan
Sunny Holiday by Coleen Paratore
On the Run: Chasing the Falconers by Gordon Korman
Secret Saturdays by Torrey Maldonado
CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS

Language Arts:

Use blank verse to retell part of the story from Tío’s or Grace’s point-of-view.
Math:
Create word problems inspired by the Pacific Crest Trail. These word problems could feature unit conversions, multiplication, division, etc. For example, Susie plans to hike the entire Pacific Crest Trail, which is 2,650 miles long. If she hikes 20 miles each day, how many days will it take her to finish?  How many months? For information on the Pacific Crest Trail, visit:
http://www.pcta.org/discover-the-trail/geography/central-california/
Science:

· Start your own wilderness blog like Dog Nose (from the book) for a class writing assignment. Have each student contribute a post from a list of wilderness topics (ex. edible wildflowers, edible berries, black bear characteristics, search-and-rescue dogs).
· Present an outdoor survival lesson by taking students on a walk outside. Pack a backpack with essential survival items. During the walk, stop to explain why each item in the backpack is important. See the following website for lesson ideas: 
www.iowadnr.gov/portals/idnr/uploads/education/survivalactivity.pdf
Social Studies:
· Have students explore the website for the Louisiana Search and Rescue Dog Team. You can ask them to find certain information, such as the organization’s mission or required training: http://www.lasardogs.org/
· Introduce students to global positioning systems via a search and rescue exercise. If you have access to a GPS, use coordinates. If you do not have access to a GPS, use the following lesson: http://octopus.gma.org/space1/where.html
Art:

Have class outside. Have students sketch and/or paint the wilderness object(s) of their


choice (ex. trees, flowers, animals, bugs, etc.).
Vocabulary:


Aromas


Soothing


Ferocious

Migrant

Gnarled 


Ominous


Perilous


Terrain


Stench


Frothy


Romping

Censored

Asylum
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. How does Tony feel about moving to live with Tío in the mountains? How do his feelings change? What information in the book tells you this?
2. What kind of parent is Tony’s mom? Give examples from the book to support your answer.

3. What does Tony think about Gracie when he first meets her? How does his opinion of Gracie change? What information in the book tells you this?

4. Tony discusses migrants and migrations throughout the book. What are migrations? How do migrations make Tony feel? Why does he feel this way? Give examples from the book to support your answer.
5. Why did Tío leave his childhood island? How did he feel about leaving? What information in the book did you use to make this decision?
6. Is Tío a hero? What information in the book did you use to make this decision?
7. What kind of friend is Gabe? What information in the book tells you this?
8. How does Tony change by the end of the book? Give examples from the book that show this.

RELATED WEBSITES
All about Adolescent Literacy
http://www.adlit.org/authors/Engle/33544/
http://www.adlit.org/transcript_display/33544/
The first link provides a biography and video interview with Margarita Engle. The second link goes to a transcript of the video interview. Specifically, the author discusses writing free verse, writing outside, and writing about search and rescue dogs.

Mountain Dog: Multiple CCSS Literacy Links

http://www.margaritaengle.com/core/Mountain%20Dog.pdf
This link provides Common Core lesson ideas for Mountain Dog.
Ranger Rick

http://www.nwf.org/Kids/Ranger-Rick.aspx
This site provides free access to virtual games, craft ideas, outdoor activity suggestions, song lyrics, activity sheets, etc. on wilderness topics for ages 7-12.  
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