OH, BROTHER!

NIKKI GRIMES
LOUISIANA YOUNG READERS’ CHOICE NOMINEE 2011

GRADES 3-5
Submitted by Michelle Coates, Graduate Student, LSU 

School of Library and Information Science, Metairie, LA

OH, BROTHER!  by Nikki Grimes.  Greenwillow Books.  2008. 32 pages

SUMMARY
Xavier’s Mami is getting remarried.  Xavier is gaining a step-father and a step-brother named Chris.  He does not want a step-brother.  Chris moves in anyway.  Xavier struggles with these changes in his family and household.  He doesn’t know how he likes becoming someone’s step-brother.  Xavier is jealous of the attention Chris gets from Mami.  He believes that Chris acts like “Mr. Perfect”.  This makes Xavier angry.  When he fusses at Chris about this, Chris confesses that he is afraid people will leave him if he is not perfect.  His mother left him, she died.  Xavier begins to accept having Chris for a step-brother.  Xavier misses his own father.  Chris practices writing Xavier’s name.  He wants to know his step-brother’s name and how to spell it correctly.  Xavier grabs the pencil and writes “hermano”.  He tells Chris to call him hermano.  Hermano means brother in Spanish.  Both boys are excited to hear the news that Mami is having a bay.  Baby Melodye is a very welcome addition to the family.  Xavier says:  “I’ve learned one thing:  Our family is a song we sing, and we can add new notes anytime we like.”  Xavier and Chris make a pact to be brothers and not to leave each other.
AUTHOR’S BIOGRAPHY

Nikki Grimes was born and raised in New York City.  During the first five years of her life, her parents separated and reunited many times, and finally divorced.  Nikki Grimes and her older sister Carol went to live with family members.  They even lived in foster homes.  When she was ten years old, her mother remarried and wanted her daughters back.  They moved back in with their mother.  Nikki Grimes obviously used her tumultuous childhood to inspire her writing.  Oh, Brother! obviously comes out of her own experience living with newly acquired family members.  She does a fabulous job of portraying how these boys progress from strangers to brothers.

Nikki Grimes lives in Corona, California.  She is most comfortable with the title poet.  Nikki Grimes began writing poetry when she was only six years old.  She writes books for children, young adults, and adults.  Nikki Grimes’ books have won many awards including:  (1) Coretta Scott King Award Honors for Talkin’ About Bessie:  the story of aviator Elizabeth Coleman, Dark Sons, The Road to Paris, Meet Danitra Brown, Jazmin’s Notebook, and Bronx Masquerade.  (2) ALA Notable Books Meet Danitra Brown and What is Goodbye?  In 2006 she received the NCTE Award for Excellence in Poetry for Children.
Source of Author Information:

Nikki Grimes’ Official Website
http://nikkigrimes.com
ILLUSTRATOR’S BIOGRAPHY

Mike Benny has been an illustrator for more than 15 years.  He lives in Austin, Texas.  He has received 3 gold and 2 silver medals from the Society of Illustrators in New York.  Mike Benny’s illustrations have been published in Rolling Stone, Time, the New Yorker, GQ, and Sports Illustrated.  He has also done illustrations for ESPN, Major League Baseball, and the National Football League.
Sources of Illustrator Information:

Mike Benny’s Official Website


http://mikebenny.com
Picture Book Directory of Children’s Illustration
http://picture-book.com/users/mike-benny
OTHER TITLES BY AUTHOR

A Day with Daddy.  By Nikki Grimes.  Scholastic.  2004.  22 pages.

A boy tells about his weekly visit with his daddy.  They go to the park, share french fries, and see a movie.

Thanks a Million.  By Nikki Grimes.  Greenwillow.  2006.  31 pages.

16 thank you poems written to and from children are grouped together to form a beautiful expression of sincere thanks.

Welcome Precious.  By Nikki Grimes.  Orchard Books.  2006.  32 pages.

A mother and father happily welcome a new baby into their lives.
Meet Danitra Brown.  By Nikki Grimes.  Mulberry Books.  1997.  32 pages.

A collection of poems express the friendship between two little girls.
Danitra Brown, Class Clown.  By Nikki Grimes.  Harper Collins.  2005.  32 pages.

Two best friends support each other through the anxiety of starting a new school year.

It’s Raining Laughter.  By Nikki Grimes.  Wordsong.  2005.  32 pages.

Childhood is about music, laughter, and love.  This is a collection of poems about growing up.

Barack Obama:  Son of Promise, Child of Hope.  By Nikki Grimes.  Simon & Schuster.  2008.  44 pages.

This brief biography of Barack Obama begins with his childhood in Hawaii.  His education, work as a community activist, career as a senator, and campaign for president are included.

Talkin’ About Bessie:  the story of aviator Elizabeth Coleman.  By Nikki Grimes.  Orchard Books.  2002.  48 pages.

This is a fictionalized depiction of Elizabeth Coleman’s wake.  20 people who knew her offer tributes to her memory.  Elizabeth Coleman was the first black woman to earn a pilot’s license.

OTHER TITLES BY ILLUSTRATOR

America’s White Table. By Margot Theis Raven.  Sleeping Bear Press.  2005.   32 pages.

Three children help their mother set the table for a dinner on Veteran’s Day.  In honor of their Uncle Jim, who was a POW in Vietnam, they set a place that no will use.  That place is for all soldiers who are MIA or POW.

The Listeners.  By Gloria Whelan.  Sleeping Bear Press.  2009.  40 pages.

Three slave children work picking cotton in the fields all day and collecting information and news from the mansion to bring home to their parents each evening.
RELATED TITLES

Do You Sing Twinkle?:  a story about remarriage and new family.  By Sandra Levins.  Magination Press.  2010.  32 pages.

A little boy struggles to become comfortable going back and forth between dad’s house and mom’s house.  His parents work together to reassure him that he is loved and should feel comfortable in both places.

Daddy’s Getting Married.  By Jennifer Moore-Mallinos.  Barron’s.  2006.  31 pages.

A little girl shares her feelings about her daddy getting remarried.

My Mom’s Wedding.  By Eve Bunting.  Sleeping Bear Press.  2006.  32 pages.

A little girl shares her mixed feelings about her mother getting remarried and her father’s attendance at the wedding.

Fred Stays with Me.  By Nancy Coffelt.  Little Brown.  2007.  32 pages.

A little girl’s parents are getting divorced and now she has to shuttle back and forth between mom’s house and dad’s house.  She insists that her dog, Fred, will stay with her wherever she goes.  Even when Fred makes trouble, she is adamant that Fred must be her constant companion.

My Parents are Divorced Too:  a Book for Kids by Kids.  By Melanie Gord.  Magination Press.  2006.  71 pages.

Children of divorce share their experiences with divorce, a parent dating, remarriage, and forming new families.

A Smart Girl’s Guide to Her Parents’ Divorce:  How to Land on Your Feet When Your World Turns Upside Down.  By Nancy Holyoke.  America Girl.  2009.  120 pages

Dealing with negative emotions, family changes, and new living arrangements are discussed and illustrated with cute cartoons.
CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS

Language Arts and Computer

Students can work in pairs.  Each group can visit http://picture-book.com/users/mike-benny to view examples of Mike Benny’s illustrations.  Each group can pick an illustration that they would like to write accompanying text for.  Students can create either a Microsoft Word document or a single slide in Microsoft Power Point.  Students should copy and paste a thumbnail of their chosen Mike Benny illustration onto their document.  Students should work together to write text to accompany their chosen illustration and to type into the document.  Students would cite the source of their illustration.  Students would not be allowed to choose illustrations from Oh, Brother!  Students should do this activity before they read any other books illustrated by Mike Benny.  It would be interesting to have students share their text with the class and then read Mike Benny’s other books for children.  Students would undoubtedly find comparing their work to Mike Benny’s interesting.

Social Studies
Students can use simple teacher-made cutouts of mom, dad, sister, and brother to represent their family members.  Students can use crayons, markers, or colored pencils to draw faces, hands, and clothes on each family member. Students can use simple teacher-made cutouts of dogs, cats, fish, and rabbits to represent their family pets.  Students can color their pets and draw faces on them.  Students can use a single-hole punch and yarn, string, or ribbon to join members of their family together.  Each student’s family can be displayed on a classroom bulletin board.

Spanish

Xavier tells Chris to call him herrmano.  Hermano means brother.  Students can learn the Spanish words to identify family members.  Students can be given these words by their teacher or they can look them up on http://translate.google.com.  Familia means family.  Mami means Mommy. Madre means mother.  Papi means Daddy.   Padre means father.  Hermano means brother.  Hermana means sister.  Abuelo means grandfather.  Abuela means grandmother.  Tia means aunt.  Tio means uncle.  Primo means a male cousin.  Prima means a female cousin.  Perro means dog.  Gato means cat.  Pez means fish.  Conejo means rabbit.  Students can label the family that they made for social studies with the appropriate Spanish terms.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

How does Xavier feel at his Mami’s wedding?  How do you know?

How does Chris feel at his father’s wedding?  How do you know?

The poem “Trouble” is illustrated with Xavier on one pizza alone.  Mami, Chris, and his father are illustrated together on another pizza.  Why do you think Xavier is alone in this illustration?

How does Xavier feel about having Chris and his father move into his house?

How does Mami feel about Chris?  How do you know?

Why does Chris act like “Mr. Perfect”?

When does Xavier start to accept having Chris for a step-brother?

How does Xavier feel about his Papi?  How do you know?

Why does Chris practice writing Xavier’s name?

Why does Xavier write Hermano and tell Chris to call him Hermano?

How do the boys feel about Mami having a new baby?

What pact do the boys make to each other?
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