TSUNAMI!
by Kimiko Kajikawa 

The illustrator, Ed Young, who was a former Caldecott Winner for Lon Po Po, brilliantly brings this “natural” disaster to life using cut and torn paper along with photos of straw and bamboo. (Show a spread page in book)

TSUNAMI  is a tale told in the folk tradition of a Japanese village by the sea.

Based on an actual event that happened in the 1800’s, this story is about a rich but wise old rice farmer, named Ojisan. He lived on a mountain high above the village and the sea.  One day, as the village was celebrating the rice harvest, (show picture of harvest celebration)  Ojisan had a strange feeling, and decided NOT to go… “Something does not feel right,” he told his grandson.  Sure enough, they felt a mild earthquake rumble under their feet, but then it was gone. Ojisan still feels that something is terribly wrong.  Looking down from the mountain he noticed that “THE SEA WAS RUNNING AWAY FROM THE LAND!!” Because the celebrating villagers did not understand the danger, they ran to the beach to watch the sea run away.  But Ojisan remembered what his grandfather had told him when he was a child, “The Tsunami is a monster wave!”  Ojisan understood the danger, and came up with a plan to save the four hundred villagers who were too far away to hear his shouts. 

Read  Tsunami  to find out how Ojisan uses his great wisdom to save the village people from the pounding tidal waves that completely destroy the village below him. (Show picture of the destroyed village)

This story is also timely in that it will help students to understand the recent disaster in Japan.
 ~ Booktalk by Elizabeth Nelson
