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SUMMARY 

The Apple~Pip Princess is a wonderful story depicting a king and his three daughters.  The story begins by telling the reader that the queen has died and the land and people have lost their zeal for life.  The king tells each daughter she must prove her ability to be ruler of the land. So the king gave each daughter the task of making her mark.  The older two daughters build tall towers to get their father’s approval and attention.  But the youngest daughter plants seeds of various kinds to fill the land with trees and plants.  The youngest daughter wins her father’s approval and proves she will make the best ruler by filling the land with beauty and food.  Jane Ray has created a modern day fairy tale for the enjoyment of all who read it.     
AUTHOR’S BIOGRAPHY

Jane was born in Chingford, North East London. She completed a degree at Middlesex University in Ceramics and 3-D Design. She started her career by designing greeting cards. Jane's distinctive illustration style makes her well known internationally. Her books are sold throughout the world and she has gained as much success in America as she has in the UK. Jane lives in London with her music conductor husband and their three children.
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CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS

Art
· An awesome class room activity idea is available at Read Write Think that helps students develop an understanding of the purpose of illustrations. The Caldecott-winning illustrator Lane Smith is the talent that this lesson is centered on. Children love to draw ideas and this lesson gives them the opportunity to work alone or in groups and create something original.
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/calendar-activities/caldecott-winning-illustrator-lane-20672.html#classroom-activity 

Language Arts
· The Teaching Heart web site has wonderful fairy tale lessons and ideas that could be adapted to the story of The Apple Pip Princess. 
http://www.teachingheart.net/fairylesson.html 
· The students could read a book of the teacher’s choosing on Johnny Appleseed and then discuss the difference between folktales and fairy tales. The teacher could ask students if the stories The Apple Pip Princess and Johnny Appleseed are the same type of stories or genre or are they different.  Ask students to discuss the differences in folktales and fairy tales.  The web site A to Z Teacher Stuff provides lesson plan ideas for teaching about Johnny Appleseed and folktales. 

http://www.atozteacherstuff.com/pages/311.shtml 

· A creative lesson is available at Read Write Think regarding the structure of fairy tales. The lesson requires three 20 minute sessions for read aloud and five 50 minute sessions for instruction and writing.  The teacher will need to use storyboards to help students understand the artistic sequencing that authors use to write their stories. Even though the grade band suggested is K-2 the lessons could be modified or used as is for grades 3-5.   Grade 5 Use knowledge of the distinctive characteristics to classify and interpret elements of various genres, including: fiction (e.g., folktales, fairy tales, fables, legends, short stories, novels). GLE 11a. ELA-6-M3    
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/teaching-about-story-structure-874.html 
Science
· Create a class cookbook for recipes to be used with the fruits from the various plants the Princess planted in the kingdom. The Teaching Heart web site gives examples of different recipes relating to fairy tales.  
http://www.teachingheart.net/CKB.htm 

· A good lesson to extend the science pertaining to plants in this children’s book would require students to compare (roots, leaves, stems, flowers, seeds) of various plants. The teacher will provide worksheets for students to fill in on various plants and the parts of the plant.  Enchanted Learning has some good printable worksheets as does ABC Teach and Ed Helper for this activity.  Although, a teacher may want to center the lesson on the differences in fruit bearing trees or plants alone. Compare structures (e.g., roots, leaves, stems, flowers, seeds) and their functions in a variety of plants. GLE 36. LS-E-A3

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/themes/plants.shtml
http://www.edhelper.com/plants.htm 

http://www.abcteach.com/free/v/venn_plants02.pdf 

· A further lesson extension related to science for The Apple Pip Princess would require students to describe how parts of a plant enable them to live. The teacher will provide worksheets for students to complete to help them describe how the (roots, stems, leaves, etc.) of a plant give the plant the ability to grow, thrive, and survive. Free worksheets are available with lesson ideas at Enchanted Learning, ABC Teach, and Ed Helper.  Describe how plant structures enable the plant to meet its basic needs. GLE 37. (LS-E-A3) 

http://www.edhelper.com/plants.htm 

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/themes/plants.shtml 

GLE= Grade Level Expectations
LS= Life Science

Source: Louisiana Department of Education
Social Studies

· The teacher will discuss the importance of trees and how they effect the environment. The teacher can enhance the discussion with a computer and an Infocus machine by visiting the following website. http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/caer/ce/eek/veg/arbor.htm This site gives a history of Arbor Day, a list of reasons that trees are important and several activities for the students.

· The teacher will have the students draw two maps of the kingdom, the first map will be before the trees grew and the second will be after the trees grew and filled the kingdom with life. The following website offers various ideas about teaching maps to students. http://www.teachingideas.co.uk/geography/contents.htm
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Discuss what happened to cause the kingdom to fall into a state of disrepair.
2. How many daughters does the king have in this story? Describe the personality of each of the daughters/princesses.

3. What items does each of the daughters/princesses choose from their mothers belongings? 
4.  Why does the king give his daughters a task to complete?  What task does each princess choose to undertake?

5. How does the Apple-Pip Princess use the box that belonged to her mother to complete her task?

6. Does the story end in a “happy ever after” fashion?  Do you think this is a modern day fairy tale why or why not? 
WEB SITES

Jane Ray’s official web site
http://www.janeray.com/ 
This is Jane Ray’s official author web site.

Teaching Heart

http://www.teachingheart.net/fairylesson.html 

Teaching heart has great ideas for teaching lessons on fairy tales.

Teaching Heart 
http://www.teachingheart.net/CKB.htm 

The ideas on this web site link will provide some creative ways to link cooking and recipes to The Apple Pip Princess book. 

A to Z Teacher Stuff 

http://www.atozteacherstuff.com/Themes/Folktales___Fairy_Tales/index.shtml 

Multiple lesson plans choices are available at this web site for Folktales and Fairy Tales through this main web page.  Some of the lessons are great at explaining the difference in the two types of tales/stories.
A to Z Teacher Stuff

http://www.atozteacherstuff.com/pages/311.shtml 

A folktale unit on Johnny Appleseed is available at this link on the A to Z Teacher Stuff web site.
Enchanted Learning

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/themes/plants.shtml 

The plants themes link at Enchanted Learning has plants worksheets available. 
ABC Teach

http://www.abcteach.com/free/u/usda_2005_foodguide.pdf 

The ABC Teach web site has worksheets on the Food Guide Pyramid at this link.
ABC Teach

http://www.abcteach.com/free/k/kwl_food_pyramid.pdf 

A KWL Chart about the Food Pyramid is available at the ABC Teach web site at this link.
ABC Teach

http://www.abcteach.com/free/w/wordsearch_fruit2.pdf 

A word search for different fruits is available at the ABC Teach web site through this link.
ABC Teach

http://www.abcteach.com/free/v/venn_plants02.pdf 

A Venn diagram is available at the ABC Teach web site that will help students to compare and contrast two different plants to each other.
ABC Teach

http://www.abcteach.com/free/p/plants_center_artplantcollage.pdf 

Ideas and information concerning a lesson centered around a plants collage art activity is available through this link at ABC Teach.  
ABC Teach

http://www.abcteach.com/free/p/plants_handsonscience_seeds.pdf 
A lesson guide is available at this ABC Teach link regarding a science experiment with seeds. 
Ed Helper.com 

http://www.edhelper.com/plants.htm 

The Ed Helper web site has great printables and lesson ideas on plants. The link provided is listed as a Plants Theme Unit.
EEK! Environmental Education for Kids

http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/caer/ce/eek/index.htm
This site offers a variety of information about the environment with links such as, Critter Corner, Our Earth, and Teacher Resources. Also, a link is available regarding the history of Arbor Day and activities relating to this special day.
Read Write Think
http://ReadWriteThink.org/ 

A web site full of wonderful lesson plan ideas complete with estimated lesson time, student objectives, and step by step activities for each lesson session. Also, this web site has links to technological interactive tools to help students’ complete activities and suggestions for assessments or links to rubrics, etc. The lessons are listed in grades bands of K-2, 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12. 
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