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SUMMARY

The Cabinet of Wonders is Petra Kronos’ story.  She is the twelve year old daughter of Mikal Kronos, a talented clock maker.  Mikal Kronos was commissioned by the Prince of Prague to build a clock for Staro Square.  When the final clock piece is installed, it will allow the clock to control the weather.  Before he installed the last piece, the Prince gouged out Mikal Kronos’ eyes.  Petra and her mechanical pet spider, Astrophil, travel to Prague to retrieve his eyes.  Petra wants to restore her father’s sight.  The Prince has Mikal Kronos’ eyes in his cabinet of wonders and he will not freely give them up.
AUTHOR’S BIOGRAPHY

Marie Rutkoski grew up in Bolingbrook, Illinois. She majored in English at the University of Iowa.  She lived in Moscow and Prague for a while.  She attended graduate school at Harvard.  After she earned a Ph. D., she began writing The Cabinet of Wonders.  She lives in New York City with her husband and baby boy.  She teaches Renaissance drama, children’s literature, and creative writing at Brooklyn College.

Source of Author Information

Marie Rutkoski’s Official Website
http://www.marierutkoski.com/
OTHER TITLES BY AUTHOR

The Celestial Globe by Marie Rutkoski.  Farrar, Straus Giroux.  Not yet published.  Scheduled to be available April 13, 2010.  

Petra’s peaceful existence at home is destroyed by the Prince Rodolfo’s Gray Men.  Petra flees to England.  She and her friends struggle to keep Prince Rodolfo from gaining control of the Celestial Globe.  

RELATED TITLES

The Amaranth Enchantment by Julie Berry.  Bloomsbury.  2009.  308 pages.

Lucinda is fifteen years old.  She lives with her aunt and uncle, as her parents died in a coach accident when Lucinda was only five years old.  Lucinda works in her uncle’s goldsmith shop.  She helps customers.  A thief steals an enormous gem belonging to one of Lucinda’s customers and sells it to Prince Gregor.  Lucinda must recover the gem and return it to her customer, the Amaranth Witch.  

A History of the Romani People by Hristo Kyuchukov and Ian Hancock.  Boyds Mills Press.  2005.  32 pages.

A History of the Romani People is a nonfiction illustrated history of the Romani people including their customs, religious beliefs, language, and traditions.

Clay Man:  the Golem of Prague by Irene N. Watts.  Tundra Books.  2009.  84 pages. 

 Jewish legend tells us of the Golem, a huge man made from magic and river clay.  The Golem protected the Jewish people.  This fiction novel recounts 13 year old Jacob’s experiences with his family’s Golem.

The Family Under the Bridge by Natalie Savage Carlson.  Harper Trophy.  1989.  123 pages.  

The Family Under the Bridge received a Newberry Honor Book in 1959.  

Armand, a homeless man in Paris, finds three children under a bridge.  

The Gypsy Crown by Kate Forsyth.  Hyperion Books for Children.  2008.  386 pages.  

Emilia and Luka are cousins.  They belong to a seventeenth century, gypsy family.  They escape from imprisonment.  Someone they must help free their imprisoned family members, before they are executed.  Their family members have been jailed by Puritans.

The Gypsy Game by Zilpha Keatley Snyder.  Dell Yearling.  1998.  217 pages.

Six children pretend to be gypsies.  One of the boys takes the game a bit too far.  He runs away and joins a group of homeless people.

The Thief by Megan Whalen Turner.  EOS.  2006.  280 pages.

A king orders a young thief to steal a precious stone from the temple of the gods.  If he fails to return with the stone, he will be put to death.

CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS

Social Studies

Marie Rutkoski wrote:  “When I visited Prague for the first time, my cousin David walked with me to see the astronomical clock that stands in the center of Old Town Square.  He said that legend has it that the clockmaker, upon completion of his project, was blinded so that he could never build anything like it again.”  (Author’s Note in The Cabinet of Wonders)  Obviously, Marie Rutkoski’s novel The Cabinet of Wonders was inspired by this legend.   Students can learn about the real astronomical clock in Prague.   BBC The Prague Astronomical Clock webpage at http://www.bbc.co.uk/dna/h2g2/A1043218 offers a wealth of information.  Photos of the clock can be found on Frommer’s website by searching “Prague Astronomical Clock” at http://search.frommers.com/search/?sp_a=sp10032232&sp_f=ISO-8859-1&sp_q=Prague+Astronomical+Clock&sp_p=all&sp_sfvl_field=type%7Ccat&x=34&y=11
Art

Petra spends time working with Iris in the dye works.  Students can learn about dyes by using them.  Students can use the RIT Do It Yourself Project Tie Dyeing Basic Instructions and Supplies information found at http://www.ritdye.com/Tie-Dyeing.106.146.lasso.  If possible, students can tie dye shirts at school.  If that is not possible, students can tie dye shirts at home and wear them to school on an appointed day.  If shirts are not an option, then perhaps they can dye something else: socks, bandannas, etc.
Language Arts and Computer 

Students can go to http://www.frommers.com/destinations/slideshow.cfm?destID=63 to see Frommer’s Prague Photos.  There are approximately 150 photos.  Each student can choose a unique photo.  Each student will copy a thumbnail image of their photo into a word document.  Students will write a paragraph explaining the contents of the photograph and what they learned about the subject of the photograph.  Students can search Frommer’s for information about the subject of their photograph.  Students can also search online encyclopedias or print encyclopedias.  Students will write a second paragraph explaining why they choose that photograph.  Students should detail what about their chosen photograph attracted them or relates to their personality, feelings, etc.  Students should cite all of their sources.  Students can use Son of a Citation Machine, http://citationmachine.net/, to properly cite their sources.  It offers MLA, APA, Turabian, and Chicago style citations.
Science

The Prince of Prague steals Petra’s father’s eyes.  Petra retrieves them.  This restores his sight.  Students should understand that this is pure fantasy.  Students can learn about the anatomy of the human eye at All About Vision’s Human Eye Anatomy:  Parts of the Eye webpage, http://www.allaboutvision.com/resources/anatomy.htm.  This information is certified by the Health On the Net Code Standard for trustworthy health information.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Prologue

The Bohemian countryside is full of yellow flowers.  What kind of flowers are they?

Jarek and Martin are in a horse drawn buggy making a delivery to Okno.  What are they delivering?

When Petra answers the door, what does she find there?

Chapter 1:  The Sign of the Compass

Describe Astrophil?  Who is he?  What does he drink?

Describe Petra?  Who is she?

What does Astrophil do at night?  Why?

How are Dita, Josef, and David related to Petra?

Chapter 2:  The Making of the Clock

What explanation did Jarek and Martin give for Mikal Kronos’ injuries?

How did Petra’s mother die?

Why did the Prince take Mikal Kronos’ eyes?

What does the Prince intend to do with Mikal Kronos’ eyes?

Chapter 3:  Lightning and Wasp

Who is Tomik?

Why does Petra ask Tomik’s dad to help her own dad?

Chapter 4:  Earth and Sun, Sun and Earth

Where will the clock be built?

The Prince wants the clock to do more than tell the time.  What more does he want the clock to do?

Chapter 5:  What the Spider Said

What magical ability did Petra’s mother have?

Chapter 6:  Sudden Storm

Why does Petra plan to get a job at the castle?

What are worry vials?

What happened to the contents of the worry vial when Lucie used it as a vase for flowers?

What possible consequences could this have?

Chapter 7:  Greensleeves

How many more attempts at magic glass eyes were made?

What weather is easiest for the clock to produce?

Was the clock intended to make sand storms?

Is the Prince able to assemble the clock properly?

Describe the muse box the lady bought.

Chapter 8:  Firefly 

Tomik gives Petra three balls.  What are the contents of the three balls?

Why did Tomik give Petra these balls?

Why did Petra forge a note from her cousin?

Why did she cut her hair on the way to Prague?

Chapter 9:  The Golden Spiral

What does Petra think of Prague, when she first sees it?

What body of water flows through Prague?

What university is located in Prague?

Chapter 10:  The Long-Fingered Thief

Who is the long-fingered thief?

What community is he a part of?

What does the term “gadje” mean?

Chapter 11:  Crossing Karlov Bridge

Where does Sadie work?

Why does Petra ask Sadie to do?

What happens to Astrophil for the first time?

Chapter 12:  The Clearing in the Forest

Why is Neel’s group stuck in one place?

Chapter 13:  The Hour Strikes

Does Petra tell Neel everything she knows about the clock?  Why or why not?

What does Petra think of the clock, when she sees it for herself?

What kind of job does Neel hope to get?

Chapter 14:  Genovese

Explain Baba Yaga.

What is Petra’s first job at the castle?  Describe it.

Why is Petra dismissed from that job?

Where is sent to work next?

Chapter 15:  In the Dye Works

What name does Petra use, when she is working at the castle?

Describe Iris.

What is adamantine?

Sadie tells Petra how Neel came to be her brother.  What does Sadie tell Petra?

Chapter 16:  Iris’s Invention

What causes Iris’ severe acid attacks?

Chapter 17:  The Menagerie

Petra gives Neel something important and asks him to hide it.  What is that item?

What information does it contain that Petra did not know?

Jarek saw Petra and Neel in Prague.  Did Jarek recognize Petra?

Chapter 18:  The Reader and Rodolfinium

What is a Bibliotheca?

What kind of books does Petra bring to Iris?

Petra wants to find something in a bedroom.  What is she looking for?

What did Petra and Iris use to make a new color?

Chapter 19:  The Captain’s Secrets

At the campsite, Petra looks at the worry vial water’s dust.  What does it reveal?  

Whose voice is it?

Chapter 20:  The Prince’s Birthday

Describe the Prince’s birthday party?

What did the Prince wear to the party?

Why is the Prince drawn to Petra?

Someone at the party recognizes Petra.  Who is he?  What is he doing at the Prince’s birthday party?

Chapter 21:  The Magician Who Wasn’t

Describe the Bohemian symbol.

How does the Prince feel about conflict and trouble?

Describe the symbol of England.

What does Dee want Petra to do with the last clock part?  Why?

Why does Dee want Petra to be promoted to clean the Prince’s bedchamber?

Dee gives Petra belladonna.  What is she supposed to do with it?  Why?

Chapter 22:  Neel Talks Sense

What does Petra tell Neel about her conversation with Dee?  Why?

Chapter 23:  The Lion and the Salamander

Why is Iris upset?

How many doors does the Prince have in his chambers?

Which area is Petra responsible for cleaning?

What does Petra know about the location of the cabinet of wonders?

Chapter 24:  Bad News

Describe how Dee informs Petra about the Prince’s plans.

What does Dee tell Petra?

Neel suspects that someone may be catching onto Petra’s plan.  Who?

What does Petra do to avoid that person?

What happens to Astrophil, when he goes under the Prince’s door?

Chapter 25:  Coins and Cogs

How does Neel get into the Prince’s chambers?

Does Petra get into the cabinet of wonders?

Where does Petra find Astrophil?

How did Astrophil get there?

What two items does Petra find in the cabinet of wonders?

What is the heart of the clock made of?

Why can’t human skin touch it?

How does Petra handle the heart of the clock?

What does Petra with the heart of the clock?

What happens to it?

Chapter 26:  A Gift Horse

Where do Petra and Neel go to escape the chasing guards?

What does Petra tell Iris?

How does Iris react?

Chapter 27:  The Fox on the Snow

What did Neel give Petra?

Why is it significant?

Chapter 28:  The Most Beautiful Thing

Why is Petra’s father angry?

Who helps Petra understand her father’s feelings?

Does Petra’s father put his eyes back in?

Epilogue

What does Petra’s father pretend?

Author’s Note

How did Marie Rutkoski get the idea for The Cabinet of Wonders?

Who really had a cabinet of wonders?

Who was John Dee really?

Marie Rutkoski wrote:  “I’m a little worried that someone, somewhere is going to object to the way I’ve manhandled history.”  What does she mean?  How does Marie Rutkoski feel about her manipulation of history?
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