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SUMMARY
Ben, Dylan, Gerry, and Dad stayed home while Mom went out to buy ice cream.  She died in a car accident.  They struggle to deal with their grief.  Dad comes up with a plan.  He wants to sell their house and beloved boat.  He wants to buy a sailboat named the Chrysalis and sail around the world for one year.  The boys object to this plan strongly.  Dad won’t listen.  The boys must learn to live on a sailboat.  Ben is the oldest.  He turns sixteen as they sail.  This is not the life that Ben wants.  He would rather be home.  He would rather have a car for his birthday.  Instead he watches over his brothers, works on the sailboat, and struggles to understand his father.
AUTHOR’S BIOGRAPHY
M. H. Herlong grew up in South Carolina reading about sailing.  She attended William and Mary College.  She sailed for the first time on the Chesapeake Bay.  M. H. Herlong and her husband moved to Florida.  They were the captain and crew of the Sonshine and lived aboard Arawak.  The Chrysalis in The Great Wide Sea is primarily based upon the Arawak.  M. H. Herlong has taught high school English, attended law school, practiced law, taught law, and attended graduate school.  She has sailed in the Bahamas and the Virgin Islands.  She lives in New Orleans, Louisiana with her husband and four sons.
Sources of Author Information:

M. H. Herlong’s Official Website          http://www.thegreatwidesea.com/The%20Author.htm
RELATED TITLES

Bird Lake Moon by Kevin Henkes.  Greenwillow Books.  2008.  179 pages.
Mitch is a twelve year old boy who has come to Bird Lake to spend the summer with his grandparents.  Mitch is trying to deal with his parents’ recent separation and impending divorce.  Mitch befriends Spencer.  Spencer is a ten year old boy who has come to Bird Lake with his family.  Spencer’s brother drowned in Bird Lake years ago.  Mitch and Spencer help each other heal.

Blue Eyes Better by Ruth Wallace-Brodeaur.  Puffin Books.  2003.  106 pages.

Tessa is a ten year old girl trying to cope with her older brother’s accidental death.  Tessa and her parents find it very difficult to go on with their lives.

Julia’s Kitchen by Brenda A. Ferber.  Farrar Straus Giroux.  2006.  151 pages.

Cara is an eleven year old girl who is grieving after her mother and sister die in a house fire.  Her father is so caught up in his own grief that Cara feels alone.  Cara re-opens her mother’s cookie business, Julia’s Kitchen.  This helps Cara feel close to her mother once more.

Missing May by Cynthia Rylant.  Apple Signature / Scholastic.  2003.  89 pages.

Summer is a twelve year old girl who is grieving the death of her Aunt May.  Summer and Aunt May were very close.  Aunt May and Uncle Ob had been raising Summer, ever since her parents died six years earlier.

CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS

Social Studies

Mom has died in a car accident.  Dad, Ben, Dylan, and Gerry are grieving.  Students can learn about the grieving process by reading and discussing the information found at http://kidshealth.org/teen/your_mind/emotions/someone_died.html.  Teens Health from Nemours:  Death and Grief explains the grieving process in a way adolescents can understand.  I suggest that teachers print out this article.  I do not suggest that students go to the website.  The website provides information on numerous different teen health topics.  Students exploring the website would probably be tempted to explore other areas.  Teachers may feel that some of these other topics are not age appropriate.

Ben, Dylan, Gerry, and Dad spend a great deal of time sailing on the Chrysalis.  Students can learn about sailing at http://www.abc-of-sailing.com/info/sailing-safety.asp.  The ABC of Sailing.com:  Sailing Safety and Guidelines offers a wealth of information.
Ben, Dylan, and Gerry were stranded on an island.  Students can view a map of that island at http://www.thegreatwidesea.com/The%20Island/Map%20of%20the%20Island.htm.  Students can see maps of the Byron family’s voyages at http://www.thegreatwidesea.com/The%20Journey.htm .  
Science and Computer

The sailboat that Ben, Dylan, Gerry, and Dad spend so much time sailing aboard is named the Chrysalis.  Students can learn why this is indeed a good name for this boat and this crew by learning about the butterfly’s life cycle at http://www.kidsbutterfly.org/life-cycle.  The Children’s Butterfly Site:  Life Cycle of Butterflies and Moths explains and illustrates each stage of the butterfly’s life cycle.
Ben, Dylan, and Gerry spend time stranded on an island.  Students can see and learn about that island on http://www.thegreatwidesea.com/The%20Island.htm, M. H. Herlong’s official website.  Students can learn about Dylan’s water still, the snares they used to catch food, the sea grapes and prickly pears they ate, the hammerhead sharks that lived off the island’s coast, the grouper that they ate, and more.  Students can also learn about the Chrysalis.  They can see a model of a sailboat, the interior of the Chrysalis, and learn about sails.

Students can learn about sailing at http://www.thegreatwidesea.com/About%20Sailing.htm.  

Students can learn about the sky that Dylan was always studying at http://www.thegreatwidesea.com/The%20Sky.htm. 

Students can learn about the sea that Ben, Dylan, and Dad were always studying at http://www.thegreatwidesea.com/The%20Sea.htm.  

Language Arts

Students can learn about vocabulary words from The Great Wide Sea at http://www.thegreatwidesea.com/Glossary.htm.  

Dad is always reading and reciting poetry.  Students can explore that poetry at http://www.thegreatwidesea.com/The%20Poems.htm.  Dad refers to Unchained Melody, a song from the 1950’s, in his letter to Mom.  Students can listen to an audio of Unchained Melody to gain a greater understanding of Dad’s letter.

The Byron family was always reading.  Students can learn more about the books that the Byron family read during their voyages at http://www.thegreatwidesea.com/The%20Books.htm.  Students should be encouraged to check out some of these titles at their school library or their local public library.

Art

Students can color a sailboat using the Color Mountain.com:  Sail Boat Coloring Picture at http://www.colormountain.com/print/index.php?id=210.  If art supplies are available, students can use their color sheet to guide them and paint a sailboat of their own on a separate piece of paper.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Chapters 1-6:  The Boat
Does Ben believe that Gerry really remembers what happened?

What happened to the three brothers?

What happened to their Mom?
Describe Christine Emily Byron.

Who tied the boys’ ties for their Mom’s funeral?

How does Gerry feel about Blankie?

What is the name of their new sailboat?

What is Dad’s plan?

Dad assigns each of the boys a job aboard the Chrysalis.  What are their jobs?

What is Dad’s job aboard the Chrysalis?

Describe the Chrysalis.

Why didn’t Dad listen to Ben, Dylan, and Gerry’s reasons why they should not sail on the Chrysalis for one year?

Dad brought home four big duffel bags.  What is inside them?

How did Ben feel about the movers packing up Mom’s stuff and taking it away?
Chapters 7-19:  The Bahamas

How does Ben feel about Dad?  Why?

What is the EPIRB?

Dad tries to teach Gerry to swim by holding him down in the water and forcing him to swim.  How does Ben react to that?

Why did Ben return to the Chrysalis?

How did Dad get hurt?

Which of the boys was the best at caring for Dad’s injured hand?

What present did Ben receive for his 16th birthday?  Who gave it to him?

What upset Dad on New Year’s Day?

Why did this upset Dad so very much?

Why did the boys enjoy swimming without their swim trunks?

Dad plans to sail to Bermuda.  How does Ben feel about Dad’s plan?
Chapters 20-29:  The Storm
What happened to Dad?

Are Ben and Dylan able to return to search for Dad?  Why or why not?

Dylan found a letter to Mom that Dad wrote.  What did the letter say?

What do Ben and Dylan think the letter means?

Where do Ben and Dylan think the EPIRB must be?

Considering the letter Dylan found, how does Ben feel about being left without the EPIRB?
Chapters 30-38:  The Island
How did the boys end up stranded on an island?

Where did they set up camp?

What did Ben and Dylan do to attract the attention of passing ships or airplanes?

What did Ben find inside Dad’s pillowcase?

Who made a water collection and filtering system?

Who gave Blankie to Gerry?

How did Dylan get hurt?

Why did Ben leave Dylan and Gerry alone on the island?
Chapters 39-42:  Home

Who did Ben find to help Dylan?

How did Ben feel when Dad walked into Dylan’s hospital room?  Why?

What did Dad say happened that caused him to go overboard?

How did Dad happen to have the EPIRB with him?

Had Dad been searching for Ben, Dylan, and Gerry?

Does Ben want to go home with Dad, Dylan, and Gerry?  Why or why not?

What does Ben plan to do?

Dad brought a duffel bag for each of the three boys.  What is in Ben’s bag?

Why did Dad bring three of Mom’s sachets to his three sons?

In your opinion, why did Ben decide to go home with Dad, Dylan, and Gerry?
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