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SUMMARY 

Treasure and her sister are in the middle of a family crisis. Their dad has been gone for two months, searching for a new family home while their mother has been left to raise them. Even though Treasure’s dad has been unsuccessful in the past, she’s confident that he will return home and move their family to the perfect place this time. Treasure’s mom has less confidence though; she can’t deal with the stress of the situation any longer and, in the middle of the night, decides to take the sisters to stay in Virginia with Gag, their Great-Aunt Grace, who is not known for her hospitality or friendly attitude. 

Treasure quickly begins to lose hope of being reunited with her family as she encounters unkind peers and an insensitive great-aunt who’s suspected of being a jewel thief. After failing to find her dad with the methods that occur to her, she is forced to remain in Virginia, but, over time, she begins to fit in and to bond with Great-Aunt Grace. On her journey through the story, Treasure comes to the realization that her perfect place is even better than the one she initially imagined.
AUTHOR BIOGRAPHY

Teresa E. Harris received her bachelor's degree in English from Columbia University and later earned a Masters of Fine Arts in Writing for Children from Vermont College, in 2007. She won several awards while attending Vermont College, where she was honored with the Flying Pig Grade-A, Number-One Ham Humor Award for her inclusion of humor in children’s literature.  
Biographical information taken from 
http://www.harpercollins.com/cr-105435/teresa-e-harris
OTHER TITLES BY AUTHOR

Summer Jackson: Grown Up (2011)

RELATED TITLES

The Sittin’ Up by Shelia P. Moses

One Crazy Summer by Rita Williams-Garcia

CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS

Language Arts: 

Family Tree: At the beginning of the story, Treasure and Tiffany resist the idea of staying with their Great-Aunt Grace, even though she’s family, because haven’t spent much time with her and aren’t open to developing a relationship with her, but as they learn more about her, they form a strong bond. Ask students to create a family tree and conduct an interview with an older family member with whom they don’t have contact on a daily basis. As a class, discuss how the activity can help students to learn more about themselves and their family history. Utilize this website in order to gain access to family tree templates. http://www.familytreetemplates.net/category/kids
Math:

· Treasure, Tiffany, and Terrance receive candy in return for working in Great-Aunt Grace’s store. In order to increase students’ understanding of the connection between work and reward, ask them to complete the four lessons on financial literacy and good financial habits in the following link: http://www.treasurydirect.gov/indiv/tools/tools_moneymath.pdf
· Money Word Problems: When Tiffany is the cashier at her Great-Aunt Grace’s candy store, she has a conversation with Treasure and Terrance about a customer who brought candy, the sum of his purchase, and the amount of change he received stating, “the boy’s candy was $0.35, he paid with two quarters, and received $0.15 change.” Ask students to create their own money math word problems that reflect items the students would like to purchase or have purchased in the past.

Social Studies:

· In The Perfect Place, citizens of Black Lake, Virginia tend to discriminate against people based on their appearance, community status, level of education, and past mistakes. For example, Great-Aunt Grace is harassed due to a past police record, and Treasure is the victim of racist comments in class. Use the lessons and activities in this teacher’s guide to help students grasp the concept of segregation/ discrimination. http://www.tolerance.org/sites/default/files/kits/A_Time_for_Justice_Teachers_Guide.pdf
· It looks like educators can get an entire kid including a DVD for free at http://www.tolerance.org/kit/america-s-civil-rights-movement-time-justice. 

· Use the lessons in the following link to address issues of diversity, stereotyping, and rumor-spreading like those faced by Treasure and her family in the book. http://www.partnersagainsthate.org/educators/middle_school_lesson_plans.pdf
Of note are the following lesson plans found within the table of contents:

· Diversity of Beliefs and Values

· Stereotypes

· Prejudice
Art:

Ask students to create a book cover that represents their perfect place, and display the book covers in the library or throughout the school. Hold a contest for the best book cover, and honor winners at the next school awards banquet.   

Vocabulary:  
Asinine

Bestowed 
Ephemeroptera 
Flabbergasted 
Imminent 

Impervious

Misanthrope 

Oppressed

Preposterous

Rhapsodize 

Rudimentary 
Scoundrel 

Sinister

Terrarium 

Zoology
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. At the beginning of the book, why is Treasure hesitant to leave her family home? Which sentences from the story best support your answer?
2. List two words that describe Treasure at different parts of the story, and cite passages from the book to support your response. What causes her to change?
3. What does the word oppressed mean as it is used in Chapter 8? What could it mean in another situation? What led you to your answer?

4. Why do the citizens of Black Lake, Virginia think Great-Aunt Grace is a jewel thief? How do you know this?
5. Why does Treasure’s family relocate so often? What effect does this have on Treasure and her sister? Are there both positive and negatives?
6. How and why does Treasure’s attitude toward her Great-Aunt Grace gradually change? Choose two sentences from the text to support your answer, one that shows her initial attitude and one that shows her attitude after spending time with Great-Aunt Grace and getting to know her.
7. Read this sentence from Chapter 23: “This is nothing like the perfect place I imagined we’d live in with Dad. Not at all. Auntie catches my eyes and smiles. It’s better.” What does Treasure mean? What is the perfect place she imagined, and how is her current situation better?
RELATED WEBSITES

Capital Classroom

http://capclass.virginiageneralassembly.gov
Provides educational information about Virginia in an engaging manner. Students can gather facts about Virginia and participate in numerous educational activities about the state.

Kids Health

http://kidshealth.org/kid/asthma_basics/what/asthma.html
This website provides information about asthma for parents and children. Students can understand the importance of this health issue and how to help someone who has this illness.
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