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SUMMARY

Beautifully written and illustrated, The World’s Greatest Lion is the story of Zamba, the lion, who led other animals to safety during a flooding of the ranch where the animals lived.

AUTHOR BIOGRAPHY

Ralph Helfer is a famous animal behaviorist and author of books for both children and adults. Even as a child, he knew he wanted to work with animals. Ralph used “affection training” with the wild animals with whom he worked. This training involved love, patience, understanding and respect for the animals. On his ranch, he raised and trained animals who were used in movies. These animals included Zamba, the African lion and Modoc, the Indian elephant. He has written  books about both of these animals.

ILLUSTRATOR BIOGRAPHY

Ted Lewin’s art is inspired by his love of nature. As a child, he practiced by copying photographs and other art. He even received a personal letter from the White House praising his portrait of President Harry S. Truman. Lewin is married to Betsy Lewin who is also an author/illustrator. They have collaborated on several books. Lewin has won many awards for his art, including a Caldecott Honor Award in 1993 for Pepe, the Lamplighter.
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CLASSROOM  CONNECTIONS

Art:
· Locate the area of Africa where the beginning of the story takes place. What animals live in this area? Investigate how these animals interact with each other. Create a diorama of this habitat including the landforms and animals that inhabit the area.
· Lions, especially male lions, are called “the king of the jungle.” How are lion packs really organized? Look it up, and draw what a lion’s court might look like.

Writing:
· Choose another animal book in which the animals have an unusual relationship. Write a reaction paper about their relationship. Search the web for more information about these animals. (ex. Tara and Bella by Carol Buckley)
· Write a report on lions or create a pamphlet about lions. Here are some potential sources:
· www.lions.org
· www.animals.nationalgeographic.com/animals/mammals/african-lion
· www.nationalzoo.si.edu/animals/greatcats/lionfacts.cfm
· Do a web search on “affection training”. Are there other types of training used on animals?
· Write a paper defending or objecting to the use of animals in films or television.

Science:

· Zamba and the other animals at Ralph’s ranch hide from the storm, and the resulting flash flood, under Old Lady. Make a flood model with the class by shaping a landscape out of sand and pouring water on it with a watering can.

Social Science:
· Zamba, renamed “Leo the Lion”, was one of 5 lions used as the MGM mascot – the lion who roared before each movie began. Before which movies did Zamba/Leo roar? Have you seen any of these movies?  With your parent’s/teacher’s help, try to watch one. How does the movie compare to another one that you might have seen lately?

Vocabulary:
Grasslands					Horrific
Intrude	r					Abrupt
Staggered					Soothing
Aggressive					Companion
Situation					Deluge

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. How do you feel about the use of animals in movies and television?
2. What do you think made Zamba lead the other animals to the top of the hill to safety?
3. How do you feel about taking animals from their natural habitat?
4. [bookmark: _GoBack]Do you think “affection training” is a good idea? Why or why not?
5. Would you be interested in working with animals when you grow up? What field would you choose? Why?
6. Would you be interested in visiting a country in Africa? Where would you go? Why?
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