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SUMMARY 

A retelling of the classic tales of: The Three Little Pigs, The Boy Who Cried Wolf, Little Red Riding Hood, The Wolf in Sheep’s Clothing, and The Wolf and the Seven Little Goslings. The author and illustrator do a wonderful job of depicting the wolf as moving from one story to the next as the main villain in each tale. “There’s A Wolf At The Door” is a modern version of five classic tales and a great tool for teaching comparison and contrast of these stories.      
AUTHOR’S BIOGRAPHY

Zoe Alley says she grew up in a family of “literary grammarians”. Her interest in words, both recited and written, allowed her to participate in theatre and music-related events. She received a B.A. from the University of New Hampshire, and an Ed.M. from Boston University, There’s a wolf at the door is her first and only published book. She lives in Barrington, Rhode Island with her illustrator husband, R. W. Alley and their two children.
Source of biography: http://us.macmillan.com/author/zoealley
ILLUSTRATOR’S BIOGRAPHY

R.W. Alley was born in Lexington Virginia. He moved many times until finally settling in Annapolis, Maryland in the fourth grade. He graduated from Haverford College, outside of Philadelphia, and studied the History of Art. In 1981, Alley sold his first book to a New York publisher and since then he has “been making stories and pictures ever since”. Alley considers himself mostly an illustrator. He is currently the illustrator of the Paddington Bear series. He current lives in Rhode Island and enjoys traveling to schools to talk to children about making stories and pictures.
Source of biography: http://www.rwalley.com/_b_biography__b__47607.htm
OTHER TITLES BY AUTHOR

There’s a wolf at the door: Five classic tales is her first and only published book.
OTHER TITLES BY ILLUSTRATOR

Tiger Can’t Sleep by Fore, S. J. New York: Viking, 2006. unpaged.
Ballerino Nate by Bradley, Kimberly Brubaker. New York:  Dial, 2006. unpaged.
Dear Santa, The letters of James B. Dobbins by Harley, Bill. New York: HarperCollins, 2005. unpaged.
RELATED TITLES

The Three Little Pigs by Galdone, Paul. New York: Seabury, 1970. unpaged.
The Three Little Pigs by Weisner, David. New York: Clarion/Houghton Mifflin, 2001. unpaged.

The Three Little Pigs by Marshall, James. New York: Penguin, 1996. unpaged.
The true story of the 3 little pigs by Scieska, Jon. New York: Viking, 1989. unpaged.

Les trois cochons: a Cajun twist to an old tale by Collins, Shelia Hebert. Thibodaux, La.: Blue Herron, 1995. unpaged. 
The Boy Who Cried Wolf retold in rebus by Schecter, Ellen; illustrated by Gary Chalk. Milwaukee, WI.: Stevens, 1997. unpaged.
Little Red Riding Hood by Pinkney, Jerry. New York: Little, Brown, 2007. unpaged.
Little Red Riding Hood by Moncure, Jane Belk. Elgin Ill.: Child’s World, 1988. unpaged.

Petite Rouge: a Cajun Red Riding Hood by Artell, Mike. New York: Penguin Putnam, 2001. unpaged.

Petite Rouge: a Cajun twist to an old tale by Collins, Shelia Hebert. Thibodaux, La.: Blue Herron, 1995. unpaged. 
The Sheep in Wolf’s Clothing by Lester, Helen and illustrated by Lynn Munsinger. Boston MA: Houghton Mifflin, 2007. unpaged
The Wolf and the Seven Young Goslings by Tonightsbedtimestory.com 2008. http://www.tonightsbedtimestory.com/wp-content/uploads/ebooks/The_Wolf_And_The_Seven_Young_Goslings.pdf
CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS

Art
R.W. Alley official author and illustrator web site. 
http://www.rwalley.com/ 

· Lambiek.net provides brief information about the illustrator of this book and shows a few pictures from There’s A Wolf At The Door.  The information at this site says this book is the first comic strip work of R.W. Alley.
http://lambiek.net/artists/a/alley_rw.htm 
· Teachers could have students view some of the artwork of different illustrators to see different ways to create images for picture books. Then the students can go to the MakeBeliefsComix.com to make their own comic strip.
http://www.nccil.org/ 

National Center for Children’s Illustrated Literature

· Students can create their own comic strips of a fable or fairy tale.  First students would read one or all five of the classic tales in this book then create their own story using the comic strips. 
http://www.makebeliefscomix.com/ 

MakeBeliefsComix.com is a web site where students can make their own comic strips.

Language Arts
3rd Grade

· Students could use a regular Venn diagram or a triple Venn Diagram to compare/contrast different versions of the five stories in There’s A Wolf At The Door: Five Classic Tales. A listing of possible books to use for this activity is provided under the related titles section of this study guide. The triple Venn diagram would be very useful for comparing three versions of the same fairy tale or fable. The teach-nology web site has some free printable Venn Diagrams and triple Venn diagram worksheets.
http://www.teach-nology.com/worksheets/graphic/ 

4th Grade
· The students could choose one of the five stories provided in this book to change the story into a script for a play. The students could use a combination of the story from, There’s A Wolf At The Door: Five Classic Tales and another version of the same story to create their script for their play. The students will work in cooperative groups to complete the script and then read it and act it out for the class. A rubric will be provided to give students guidance on writing and presenting this project. Identify an audience for a specific writing assignment and select appropriate vocabulary, details, and information to create a tone or set the mood and to affect or manipulate the intended audience. GLE 22. ELA-2-E2  Adjust pacing to suit purpose, audience, and setting when speaking. GLE 34. ELA-4-E1
 http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.shtml 

· The ArtsEdge web site at the Kennedy Center provides a lesson plan to help teachers guide their students in writing an original fable.

http://artsedge.kennedy-center.org/content/2219/ 
GLE=Grade Level Expectations
ELA=English Language Arts
Source Louisiana Department of Education
Social Studies

 3rd Grade
· Students can construct a timeline based on the events in the story. The students can decide if the events happened over the course of a day, a week or whatever time period they decide. The students could also work collaboratively by each member of the group taking a different story.  The following two websites give a timeline generator or the software program “Timeliner” could be used for this activity. Complete a timeline based on given information GLE 46. H-1A-E1 
http://www.teach-nology.com/web_tools/materials/timelines/
http://www.readwritethink.org/materials/timeline/
3rd Grade
· The teacher will briefly discuss several ways to record history with examples of each of the techniques. (Ex. Cavemen drew pictures on walls, Historians may use a tape recorder to save the stories of an elderly person) The teacher will then have the students retell the events of the book using various recording methods. The following website was chosen to give the teachers a few ideas of how history is recorded and is not meant as a student resource. ***
http://www.associatedcontent.com/article/2153941/the_history_of_history_how_historians.html?cat=37
Identify ways different cultures record their histories (e.g., oral, visual, written). GLE 49.  H-1A-E3   
http://www.42explore2.com/oralhst.htm 

The 42 Explore pathfinder has a long listing of web sites related to oral history including a web quest and project ideas. This pathfinder would be a good resource for teachers and students to use for this lesson suggestion.
GLE=Grade Level Expectations
H=History

Source Louisiana Department of Education http://www.louisianaschools.net/lde/saa/1915.html 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
The Three Little Pigs

1. What are the names of the three little pigs? Do other stories about the three little pigs give the pigs names?
2. What does each little pig tell the wolf when he asked to come in? What does the wolf do when the pig tells him no?

3. Do the first pig, Alan and the second pig, Gordon get eaten by the wolf? 

4. What happens when the wolf tries to blow down the brick house?  

5. What does the wolf do to get the pig out of his house? Name the two places the pig is invited to by the wolf. 

6. Does the third pig get eaten?  Where does the wolf go to next?  

The Boy Who Cried Wolf

1. Who wrote the famous fable The Boy Who Cried Wolf? 

2. How is the version of the fable different from the original?

3. Do the shepherd and sheep talk to each other in the original version?

4. Does the shepherd boy have a name in the original version?  

5. Do the townsfolk refuse to help the shepherd the last time he calls for help in both stories?

6. What is different about the story ending in the original version and the modern version? 

7. Where does the wolf go to next? 

Little Red Riding Hood

1. What was the name of the story by the Grimm brothers about the little girl that wears a riding hood did it still include the color red? 

2. Does the girl in this story have a name other than Red Riding Hood?

3. What do her parents think about their daughter’s shallowness?

4. Why did Red Riding Hoods mother send her into the forest with a basket of cookies for her grandmother?

5.  Did Red Riding Hood realize she that the wolf meant her harm? Why?

6. What does Rhonda (aka-Red Riding Hood) realize at the end of the story? 

The Wolf in Sheep’s Clothing

1. Who wrote the original The Wolf in Sheep’s Clothing?
2. What is the name of the family the wolf encounters in this version? Is there a family in the original version?

3. What does the Petra think the wolf in sheep’s clothing is when she first sees him?
4. In this version of the story does the shepherd rescue the sheep or does the wolf eat the sheep? What are some of the funny things the sheep say to each other in this story? 

5. Does the wolf learn his lesson or does he go into another story?  
The Wolf and the Seven Little Goslings

1. Is this story different from the original version? Which version do you like best and why?

2. Who wrote the original version of The Wolf and the Seven Little Goslings?

3. What are the names of the gosling in charge and the one on the karaoke machine? 
4. How did the goslings trick the wolf?

5. Where is the wolf headed at the end of the story?

WEB SITES

Aesopfables
http://aesopfables.com/ 

A web site that has a links to some of Aesop’s fables including ”The Wolf in Sheep’s Clothing” and “The Shepherd Boy and the Wolf.” 
An Introduction to Ancient Greece

http://www.hipark.austin.isd.tenet.edu/mythology/links.html#aesops_fables 

A link to a short play about, “The Shepherd that Cried Wolf” is listed on this web page.   

National Geographic  
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/grimm/index2.html 

National Geographic web site for the Grimm brother’s fairytales 

click the fairytale about Little Red Cap for Grimm’s Little Red Riding Hood. 
National Center for Children’s Illustrated Literature

http://www.nccil.org/ 

NCCIL can provide students with an example of different illustrators work to spark ideas before they go to the Make Beliefs Comix web site. 
MakeBeliefsComix.com  

http://www.makebeliefscomix.com/ 

Make Beliefs Comix is a web site where students can make their own comic strips.

Rubistar

http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.shtml 
Rubistar is a free tool that helps teachers create, save, and share rubrics. 
Arts Edge Kennedy Center

http://artsedge.kennedy-center.org/content/2219/ 

Arts Edge provides a wonderful lesson plan idea for writing an orginal fable. 
R. W. Alley Official Author Web Site  

http://www.rwalley.com/ 

Lambiek 

http://lambiek.net/artists/a/alley_rw.htm 
Lambiek.net provides brief information about the illustrator of this book and shows a few pictures from There’s A Wolf At The Door.  The teacher could have students view this website to give them a closer view of the illustrations to help them with the creation of their own comic strips.

Teach-nology 

http://www.teach-nology.com/worksheets/graphic/ 

Teach-nology provides free printable triple Venn Diagrams for teacher’s convenience. 
Associated Content

http://www.associatedcontent.com/article/2153941/the_history_of_history_how_historians.html?cat=37
Associated Content is a web site that provides ways that history is recorded.  
Read Write Think
http://www.readwritethink.org/materials/timeline/
Read Write Think provides a link to a timeline tool that will allow students to use technology to create their timeline assignments.  

Teach-nology 

http://www.teach-nology.com/web_tools/materials/timelines/
Teach-nology has a link that will allow teachers and students to create, save, and print free timelines.

http://www.42explore2.com/oralhst.htm 

The 42 Explore pathfinder has a long listing of web sites related to oral history.
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