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Important Facts Summary
Author

     Toni Teepell

Date Published

     2009

Setting

     Pearl, Louisiana, 1962
Genre

     Fiction

     Historical fiction

Tense

     Present

Tone
     Serious/Inspirational – The mood of this novel is frequently serious because it deals with
     somber issues: mental illness, verbal and physical abuse, and death.  Inspirational because the

     characters are able to overcome the challenges they face.
Comic Relief – Humor is used throughout the story.

Point of View

     First-person, limited

Themes

· Unconditional love

· Friendship

· Sacrifice

· Truth

· Loss

· Loyalty

· Family relationships
Summary

It is 1962 and Maggie and her family have just moved to Pearl, Louisiana. Maggie has           become quite an accomplished liar over the years fabricating stories to cover for her schizophrenic mother. The first friend Maggie makes in her new town is a wild little girl named Samantha.  Sam has a secret and swears Maggie to secrecy. When Sam’s situation takes a turn for the worst, Maggie has to decide if telling the truth is important enough for her to break her promise to Sam.

Author Biography
     Toni Teepell was born and raised in Louisiana. A graduate of Louisiana State University, she 

     taught elementary school for fourteen years before relocating with her husband, Charlie, to                                  

     Houston. They have three children and two grandchildren.  A Truth Worth Tellin’ is her first
     novel. 
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Terms and Definitions

Exposition – the introductory material which gives the setting, creates the tone, presents the

     characters, and presents other facts necessary to understand the story.

Coming of Age - a novel or other work of literature in which the juvenile main character or

     characters grow, mature, or understand the world in adult terms.

Foreshadowing – the use of hints or clues to suggest what will happen later in the story.
Flashback –  an interjected scene that takes the narrative back in time from the current point.

Theme – the main idea or underlying meaning of a literary work. A theme may be stated or
     implied. 

Metaphor – a comparison of two relatively unlike things using a form of be. 
     Example: She is a porcelain doll with pale skin and dark blue eyes the color of the sea.

Simile – a comparison between two different things using either like or as. 

     Example:  A familiar sadness fills me like a night with no stars.

Activity List
· Class blog 

Students will blog as one of the characters from the story, expressing the thoughts, feelings, and history of that character. Students will post responses to chapters.          
· Read and Respond
Students will read and discuss book, A Truth Worth Tellin’ in small groups formed by interest in a theme of the book. Students will use guided question and discussion form to prepare for group discussions.
· Home Sweet Home 
Pearl is a fictitious town in Louisiana. Students will create their own Louisiana town.
· Opinions Matter

Students will choose from several topics and write an essay based on a stated opinion.
· Dig In

Students will deliver research-based presentations.
· Reader’s Theater 
Students will create a Reader’s Theater script for a chapter of the novel.
· Travel Brochure
Students will create a travel brochure for Pearl.

· It’s Your Company 
Students will create a family owned business.

· Artistic Interpretation
Students will communicate their understanding of literature through art.

· Write On
Students will rewrite a chapter or write their own chapter.
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Creating a Class Blog
Blog website http://www.21classes.com/hom/login (free service)

Prepare students for blogging. A great site to visit prior to your lesson is http://teachingtoday.glencoe.com/howtoarticles/blog.basics
Ask students to show, by a raise of hands, if they have ever blogged.  Discuss these three questions and record on the board.

What is the purpose of a blog?

What does a good blog entry contain?

What are some good rules for participating in a blog?

1. Create a list of possible rules/norms for posting on a blog.

2. Using the free website listed above, create a private blog for the participating classes.
3. Obtain signed Internet agreement forms for each student.

4. Create and have students sign Blogger’s contract. A sample blog contract can be found at classblogmeister.com/bloggers_contract.doc.

5. Have students read sample blogs. Discuss and record important elements to include in a post.

6. Have students create a sample blog on paper. Give students 10 minutes to write a blog entry, using the important elements as a rubric. They can write on a topic of their choice. Students may share their sample blogs.
Explain to the class that they are going to create a blog for the novel, A Truth Worth Tellin’ and they will be posting their thoughts and discussing the book in the classroom blog.  At least four posts should be written from the perspective of one of the characters from the novel.   
Name ________________



Date ___________

Character Blog Requirements

The goal of your blog is to express the thoughts, feelings, and history of your chosen character in a variety of ways.  As you design your blog, you should always consider whether you are representing your character accurately, based on the text.  It is fine to add details to your character’s life that are not mentioned in the text, as long as they are both appropriate to our school context and in line with the way the author describes your character.

Your character:  ________________________________________

Everyone’s blog must have the following:
· At least four posts written from the perspective of your character from various points in the action of the novel. These posts should be at least 200 words each.  

· A header with a title that matches your character and blog content, with a quotation related to your character from the novel as a subtitle.
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Read and Respond
Students will read and comprehend A Truth Worth Tellin’. Students will apply comprehension strategies such as using prior knowledge; previewing; predicting; inferring; comparing and contrasting; self-monitoring; summarizing; and determining main idea. Students will share responses verbally and in writing. Students will share responses and questions through an online blog or in journals.

Rules for Shared Discussions
· Discussion is restricted to the text everyone has read. Only those who have read the selection may take part in the discussion.
· Respect should be shown to all participants.
· Half of the discussion forms are completed prior to group and half are completed after discussion.
From: http://www.greatbooks.com/index.php?id=sidrules
Have students join discussion groups based on interest in topics or themes of the book.  For example, family relationships, child abuse, mental illness, life in Louisiana during the 60’s, Louisiana sugarcane industry, and friendship could be groups. Students will select a few of the chapter questions to discuss in small group. 
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Discussion Form

Selection:

______________________________________________________________________________

Question to be discussed:
Your answer to this question before discussion:

After Discussion

How did discussion affect your answer? Did it change your mind? Provide additional support for your answer? 

Your answer after discussion:
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Activities

Students can do all or some of the listed activities. The activities can be done while reading, or after completing the novel.

Home Sweet Home
The author, Toni Teepell grew up in Louisiana. Although the book is a work of fiction, many of the characters are amalgams based on family, friends, and acquaintances. Places, too, were melded in a new configuration, and the story takes place in the fictitious town of Pearl, Louisiana. Before writing, Teepell created a complete map of Pearl including drawings of

Maggie’s, Sam’s and the Clarks’ homes.
Create your own Louisiana town. First, write a description of the town including name, population, landmarks, history, celebrations, and businesses.  Next, draw a detailed map of your town on poster board or on any other accepted media. 
Opinions Matter

Students will choose from the list below and write an essay based on a stated opinion.  Students will develop their compositions applying writing processes such as the following:
selecting topic, prewriting, drafting, conferencing, revising based on feedback, proofreading/editing, and publishing. 

On page 107 Maggie states, “It’s just well, sometimes, the truth ain’t worth telling.”

Do you agree or disagree with this statement. 
On page 121 Maggie thinks, “As soon as the words are out, I know fists are not the only things that cause pain.”
Do you agree or disagree with this statement.  

On page 151 Mama says, “Maggie, hate is a strange thing, it mostly hurts the one doing the hating.”

Do you agree or disagree with this statement. 
On page 127 Bea says, “Money don’t make you rich, Maggie. Stuff can’t fill the empty spots.”

Do you agree or disagree with this statement.
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Dig In

Each student will choose a topic, research and write a composition organized with topic sentences, relevant elaboration, and concluding sentences. 
Research ideas:

Louisiana sugarcane industry 
The process: Steps from planting sugarcane to production of sugar
What is sugar?

Videos and information on the above topics can be found at:

http://www.amsl.org/SugarMills.htm 

http://www.answers.com/topic/sugar-industry.1 or

http://pubs.acs.org/doi/abs/10.1021/ed019p303
http://lasuca.com/millinfo.php?p=videos 

Louisiana plantations 

http://eatel.net/~meme/HomeInfo.net
Compare and contrast life in Louisiana in the early 1960’s to life in Louisiana today.

Compare and contrast treatment of mental illness in the early 1960’s with treatment today.

Reader’s Theater

Students will write a Reader’s Theater script for a chapter in the book, A Truth Worth Tellin’
and find some students who are willing to perform the script. Make some simple props so that the class can keep track of the characters.
1. Which chapter will you choose to dramatize?

2. What props will you need?

3. How many characters are in the script?

4. Try to do as little narration as possible.
Travel Brochure
Students will use descriptions of Pearl from the book to create a travel brochure for the town.

Providing students with real brochures to use as guides will be helpful.
Travel Brochure Rubric
	
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Organization
	The brochure has excellent formatting and very well organized information.
	The brochure has appropriate formatting and well organized information.
	The brochure has some organized information with random formatting.
	The brochure’s format and organization of material are confusing to the reader.

	Ideas
	The brochure communicates relevant information appropriately and effectively to the intended audience.
	The brochure communicates relevant information appropriately to the intended audience.
	The brochure communicates irrelevant information, or communicates inappropriately to the intended audience.
	The brochure communicates irrelevant information, and communicates inappropriately to the intended audience.

	Conventions
	All of the writing is done in complete sentences.
Capitalization and punctuation are correct throughout the brochure.
	Most of the writing is done in complete sentences.
Most of the capitalization and punctuation are correct throughout the brochure.
	Some of the writing is done in complete sentences.
Some of the capitalization and punctuation are correct throughout the brochure.
	Most of the writing is not done in complete sentences.
Most of the capitalization and punctuation is not correct throughout the brochure.

	Graphics
	The graphics go well with the text, and there is a good mix of text and graphics.
	The graphics go well with the text, but there are so many that they distract from the text.
	The graphics go well with the text, but there are too few.
	The graphics do not go with the accompanying text, or appear to be randomly chosen.
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It’s Your Company

Students will compare the labels of three different brands of molasses and explain the significance of each.  Students will create a visual interpretation of a product they might produce by creating a label.
1. Use the actual products or go to the websites and compare three different brands of molasses.

Grandma’s Molasses     www.bgfoods.com/grandmas/grandmas_products.asp
Applefords                     http://memoriamea.blogspot.com/2008/11/tin-of-molasses.html
Brer Rabbit                    http://www.bgfoods.com/brands=brerabbit.asp  

2. Draw the labels and write an explanation of the significance of each. Which product, based on the label, would you purchase? Explain your choice.
3. If you had a small, family owned business, what would you produce?

4. Design a label to go with your product and explain its significance.

Artistic Interpretation

Students will create a visual representation of a line or passage from the novel.

The author uses various literary techniques to convey her message. Create a visual representation of a line or passage in the book. You may use a digital paint program or any media of your choice. Include a paragraph that describes how your illustration connects to the book. Indicate the literary term that is used in the line or passage from the novel that you choose to represent. If you use a non-digital media, take a digital picture of your creation and include it in a PowerPoint presentation. 
1. Give examples from the book for each of the following:

a. simile

b. metaphor

c. foreshadowing

d. comic relief

e. flashback

2. Choose one of the examples and create your visual representation.
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Write On

Rewrite a chapter using third-person limited point of view.

OR

Write the next chapter of the book.

OR

Write a new chapter from the viewpoint of a character other than Maggie.
Discussion Questions 

Chapter 1 

1. What do you learn about the narrator from this chapter?

2. Conflict provides the drama and momentum in a story. Which type of conflict is described in this chapter? (man against man, man against nature, man against self, man against society) Explain your answer.

3. Describe the setting. Include the year the story takes place.

4. Maggie describes herself as a liar.  Why does she lie?

5. Is there ever a good reason to lie? Explain your answer.

Chapter 2 – Chapter 4

1. What do you learn about Maggie in these chapters?

2. Describe Samantha.

3. Identify the use of foreshadowing in chapter two and discuss its purpose.

4. Draw a sketch of Maggie’s house and yard from the description in chapter two.

5. Identify a simile or a metaphor from chapter three. What is the difference between a simile and a metaphor?
6. Why do you think Samantha dresses like it is winter?

7. Why does Maggie’s stomach begin its familiar ache?

8. Why doesn’t Maggie let Sam inside the house?

9. What do you learn about Samantha in these chapters?

Chapter 5 

1. What is wrong with Maggie’s mother?

2. Research schizophrenia. Write a paragraph explaining the illness.

3. Identify the use of comic relief in this chapter and explain its purpose.

4. Indentify the use of flashback in this chapter and discuss its purpose.
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Chapter 6

1. Write a paragraph from Sam’s point of view, or as someone in her situation.

2. Why doesn’t Sam want anyone to know her mother beats her?

3. What does Maggie promise Samantha? Would you have done the same thing in this situation? Explain your answer.

4. “Daddy says every person on earth is born with a device that lets them know right from wrong. Some call it their conscience, others say it’s their inner voice; he calls his a gift from God.”  Do you agree or disagree with this statement. Explain your answer.

5. What do you think the author is trying to accomplish by using flashbacks?

6. What have you learned through the flashbacks?

Chapter 7 – Chapter 9

1. In chapter seven, Maggie and her father have an argument. After the fight Maggie says, “it’s not fair.” What is she talking about?

2. What does San Francisco symbolize?

3. A new character is introduced in chapter eight.  Write a description of Bea.

4. “He’s so busy taking care of Mama and me there’s no time left for him. How long can a person do that before they disappear?”  Explain the meaning of this passage.

Chapter 10 – Chapter 12

1. The tree house is an important place to Maggie and Samantha. What does it represent?

2. “Daddy, I’m fine.  The words creep out without my permission. Maybe it’s a disease we all have.”  Explain the meaning of this passage.

3. Explain why you think Samantha buries her marbles in her backyard.

4. Describe the scene when Maggie meets the drunk mama for the first time.

Chapter 13 – Chapter 14 

1. Choose five words that describe Frank.

2. In June of 1962, three convicts dig their way out of Alcatraz with spoons. Research and find three important events that occurred in Louisiana in 1962.

3. Write three questions from these chapters. Trade questions with someone and answer their questions. Return the answered questions to their owner.

4. You have been introduced to the well mama through flashbacks. Complete a character sketch of Elizabeth from what you’ve learned.
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Chapter 15 – Chapter 17

1. Maggie’s dream city has lots of people, an ocean to put her feet in and a huge library. What’s yours?

2. “Put me in a foster house? No thanks, at least with Mama I know what I get.” What does Samantha mean in this passage?
3. What does Sam have buried in the yard? Why do you think she buries the items?
4. Describe the pictures Sam shows Maggie?  Why do you think she showed them to Maggie?

5. How do Elizabeth and Frank treat Colleen?

6. What is Sam’s answer to all of their problems?

Chapter 18

1. “Money don’t make you rich, Maggie. Miss Clark’s as empty as that cookie jars gonna be in about fifteen minutes. Stuff can’t fill the empty spots.”  Explain what Bea means in this passage. Do you agree or disagree.
2. “Maggie, everyone has a cross to bear. You just got to decide what to do with it. Some folks get weighed down and stop living, others get stronger.” What does Bea mean in this passage? Give an example of someone who gets “weighed down” and someone who gets stronger.

3. Maggie states in chapter eighteen that she thinks her mama is well for good.  What do you think?
4. Identify the use of foreshadowing in this chapter and discuss its purpose.

Chapter 19

1. The man at the bar is compared to a bear.  What does this comparison communicate about the man?
2. Maggie continues to lie in order to keep Samantha’s secret. What would you do in this situation?

3. Why does Maggie tell her mother to talk to Mr. Anthony?

4. What do you think will happen to Samantha and Colleen?

Chapter 20 – Chapter 22
1. What do Bea and Maggie discuss in chapter twenty?
2. Should Maggie be blamed for Samantha’s injuries? Explain.

3. Why do you think Samantha tells Mr. Anthony that she doesn’t need his help?

4. Samantha is reluctant to live with Maggie.  Why do you think, after everything her mother has done, she still wants to live with her?

5. “I want to see the world her way, to believe every single person on this earth is worth something, that no matter how much bad is done, they’re still worth forgiving. Trouble is I  just don’t believe it, and pretending I do makes no sense.”  Do you see the world more like Maggie or her mother?  Explain.
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Chapter 23 – Chapter 25
1. What does Sam tell Maggie in chapter twenty-three?  How do you feel about her decision?

2. Why is Maggie dreading her birthday party?

3. Elizabeth tells Colleen that they are alike.  Do you agree or disagree with Elizabeth. Explain your answer.
4. “We talk, and as fireflies dart across the yard, Colleen begins to look a little like the woman in Sam’s buried photographs.”  Explain this passage.

5. In chapter twenty-five Maggie says, “keep her safe.” Who do you think she is talking about here? Use evidence from the book to support your answer.

6. Identify a simile from chapter twenty-five. 

7. How does thinking about the missing criminals help Maggie not to give up?

Chapter 26 – Chapter 27
1. Maggie lies to Bea about why she comes over.  Why do you think she doesn’t tell Bea the truth?

2. Describe the scene in chapter twenty-seven when Maggie enters her house.

3. How does Frank handle the sheriff?
4. Why do you think Frank doesn’t go to the hospital to check on Elizabeth?

5. Where do you think he is taking Maggie?

Chapter 28 – Chapter 30

1. What do Maggie and her father argue about in chapter twenty-eight?

2. What happens to Elizabeth in chapter twenty-nine? Were you expecting this to happen? Why or why not?

3. How does the story end? 
4. Use Venn diagrams to compare and contrast MAGGIE and SAMANTHA in one and ELIZABETH and COLLEEN in the second.

5.  In chapter thirty, Maggie reads a letter written by her mother. Pretend to be Maggie and write a letter to either Elizabeth or Frank.

6. Explain why A Truth Worth Tellin’ is considered a coming-of-age story.  
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Supporting Web Resources and Credit

The Great Book Foundation – classic literature study website

http://www.greatbooks.com/index.php?id=sidrules
Virtual Salt – a glossary of literary terms

http://www.virtualsalt.com/litterms.htm
Secret Life of Bees

techtraining.dpsk12.orglilt/Bees/sloBees.pdf

Readwritethink

http://www.readwritethink.org
Raising Cane Video

http://www.amsl.org/SugarMills.htm
Louisiana Sugar Cane Cooperative

http://lasuca.com/millinfo.php?p=videos
Cajun Sugar Cooperative Inc.

http://www.cajuncoop.com
