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Summary 

Donald, all of ten years old, and his little brother are happy to know that their dad (the sergeant) is returning home from World War II, at least they know they should be happy because Mom is so excited. After his return the sergeant moves them away from their beloved city of Wistola to a run-down old farm in the middle of rural Montana with no electricity nor indoor plumbing. Donald begins to save his money for a one-way ticket to Hollywood, (10 dollars should do it) and fame and fortune. The boys come to appreciate life on the farm, their family and the sergeant.
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Don Lemna was born and raised in Medicine Hat, Alberta. He started his academic career at The Royal Military College, then transferred to the University of Saskatchewan where he earned a degree in electrical engineering. He reached the rank of Lieutenant Colonel in the Canadian Armed Forces where he served for 21 years. After leaving the military he pursued a career in writing.
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Classroom Connections

Art/Technology 

· The following ideas use iMovie, which is a video editing software program for Mac computers.  An alternative to using iMovie’s would be to have students work in groups and record their work on Wiki’s (like http://www.wikispaces.com/) to produce a group or class project. So much technology is available free today that the options are endless.
· The Educational Technology Clearinghouse web site provides a link to a lesson that combines the use of art and technology to produce better understanding of the purpose of summarizing stories. The lesson will require the students to summarize what they have read in the book and create an iMovie from that summary.  

http://etc.usf.edu/nsa/plans/lp0048.htm 

· The students will be given a copy of 6 strip filmstrip sections found at  http://www.edhelper.com/teachers/Storytelling_graphic_organizers.htm to help them organize a comic strip of events in a chapter of the book.  Multiple copies may be required of the filmstrip sheet to provide students with enough space to make their comic strip. The complete lesson suggestions are available at http://etc.usf.edu/nsa/plans/lp0055.htm. This lesson will culminate in the making of an iMovie animated feature that the students produce and present to the class.

· A lesson plan is available at the Educational Technology Clearinghouse site that could be used to teach students to focus on the different parts of a narrative essay. The lesson titled “Procedure Movies” could be modified to list the details of how a narrative essay is written step by step from start to finished product.  Then each group will present their iMovie presentation that describes the process. This lesson can be used in conjunction with an English Language Arts lesson that requires students to write a narrative essay about the book When the Sergeant Came Marching Home.   http://etc.usf.edu/nsa/plans/lp0041.htm 

English Language Arts

4th Grade

· When the Sergeant Came Marching Home provides students and teachers with an opportunity to look at the way an author’s life experiences can influence what the stories he/she writes.  Students can write an essay explaining how the book When the Sergeant Came Marching Home portrays life experiences that Don Lemna probably experienced himself in some way. The students will need to do a little research on the author using the web sites provided in this study guide pertaining to Don Lemna. Then students can take notes as they read through the book on specific chapters or sections of chapters that Mr. Lemna may have experienced at some point during his life time.  Ask students to be prepared to defend their reasons for choosing this chapter or section of a chapter as an example. Explain in oral or written responses how an author’s life and times are reflected in a text. Explain in oral or written responses how an author’s life and times are reflected in a text. GLE 16. ELA-7-E3       

· A lesson that introduces and highlights the purpose of a narrative structure in stories is available at Read Write Think. The lesson uses the story of The Three Little Pigs to explain the purpose of narration in a story. This lesson could be used to help students understand the makeup of a narrative essay. Also the use of comic strips is utilized in this lesson and could lead up to the use of comic strips for the summarization of the book When the Sergeant Came Marching Home.  
Read Write Think

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/comics-classroom-introduction-narrative-223.html 

Social Studies

4th Grade
· The students will construct a historical timeline of the events that happened in the book. The teacher should allow for a variety of times for certain events to occur, one student may think the move to the farm took one day while another may think it took the family one week. The teacher could also expand on this activity by using a pre-existing timeline and asking the students to place the story in that timeline. 
Interpret data presented in a timeline or construct a historical timeline (e.g., events in history, historical figures life and accomplishments) GLE 50. H-1A-E
· The students should list and cite (page number) five different beliefs, customs or traditions of the Sergeant’s family. These customs can be ongoing or new ones that the family wants to establish. An example would be as simple as saying grace at the table. The teacher should define and give examples of beliefs, customs or traditions before assigning this activity. 

Describe beliefs, customs, and traditions of family life in the past and present  GLE 55. H-1B-E1

Discussion Questions

1. Who is the “Sergeant”and how does his coming home turn the main character’s life upside down? Where has the “Sergeant” been and what brings about his return?
2. Compare and contrast the main character with his little brother’s character. Compare and contrast the differences in living in Wistola and living on a farm. Does each brother feel the same about moving to the farm?

3. Who was the “Hermit” and what caused the two boys to meet him the first time? What did you find to be the funniest or strangest part of this chapter in the book?

4.  Why did the “Sergeant” have to rescue the Reverend Hittle?  Why did the Reverend Hittle move away? Who in the family was happy when he moved and why where they happy about his departure?  Who was sad about his departure and why?

5. Why does the main character want to move to California? How does he plan to get there?  Why does he change his mind and decide he likes living with his family?

6. What was your favorite chapter or chapters of this book and why? 
Web Sites

Riverwood Publishers

http://www.riverwoodpub.com/novels.htm
This is the official site of Riverwood Publishers. The link provides a biography of Don Lemna and information about his book “Bubsy”

 Teaching Tips from Laura Robb

http://www.lrobb.com/web/guest/teaching_tips
This site offers a variety of teaching tips from noted author and teacher Laura Robb. You will find everything from vocabulary building activities to models of differentiated instruction. There are links for teachers, help for motivating students and even a section with a variety of podcast.

Matt Collins Illustrations

http://www.mattcollins.com/
This is the official site of the books illustrator Matt Collins. You can view a variety of his illustrations, a list of many of his clients and retrieve his contact information.

Educational Technology Clearinghouse

http://etc.usf.edu/art/art35.htm 

The lesson plans displayed on this web site are for a combination of visual art and technology to create class projects.  The two lessons chosen to be used in conjunction with this book are “Summary Movie” and “Animated Cartoons”.  The lesson links web address are provided in the Art/Technology section of this study guide. 
Ed Helper 

http://edhelper.com/ 

The Ed Helper web site has lots of free graphic organizers that can be printed and used for class assignments. The link to the filmstrips worksheet can be found in the lesson listed in the Art/Technology section of this study guide.  
Read Write Think

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/comics-classroom-introduction-narrative-223.html 

A lesson plan is available at Read Write Think that gives students a beginning understanding of narrative structure. The use of this lesson before using the Educational Technology Clearinghouse creative lessons ideas that utilize comic strips and procedures in iMovie formats would be beneficial to students.      
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