Wild Girl By Patricia Reilly Giff
Lidie has grown up in Brazil. Five years ago her mother died and her father and older brother left to make a better life in America. Lidie is now 12 years old, and they have finally sent for her to join them in New York, where her brother is learning to be a jockey and her father runs a famous racetrack stable. Lidie is working through her anger, resentment, and loneliness at being left behind for so many years. She is having a horrible time learning English, making friends, fitting in, and feels so alone. 
At the same time, in alternating chapters you learn about a young spirited filly named Wild Girl, who was born in the south and brought to New York for Lidie’s father to train. Like Lidie, Wild Girl is also struggling to adjust to her new home and life without her mother. Eventually the two stories intertwine Lidie and Wild Girl in a strong tale of friendship and finding one’s place. 
~ Booktalk by Angela Germany
