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SUMMARY 

Twelve year old Gracie buys an old journal at a yard sale. Gracie is stunned to realize that everything she writes in the journal comes true, although sometimes in ways that are very unexpected. As any twelve year old would do she starts off using the journal for things that affect her little world such as removing the dress code at school. Gracie begins to consider larger and more global causes when the journal falls into the wrong hands. Now Gracie and Dylan (best friend/crush) have to undo all the havoc being wreaked by the journals new writer. 
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CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS

Language Arts
· A good activity for comparing and contrasting would be to assign students to read “The Diary of A Wimpy Kid” and compare this book to “Write Before Your Eyes.”  A compare and contrast tool is available at this link on the Read Write Think web site. 
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/compare-contrast-30066.html 
6th Grade GLE 4, 6, & 11.
· An interesting activity to make students think about the letter Gracie’s teacher wrote her would be to give students an assignment to write a letter to Gracie.  In this letter you could instruct students to give Gracie advice on what to do at different points during the story. The link below connects to a letter generator tool that will walk students through the steps of writing a friendly or business letter and then print the end product.
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/letter-generator-30005.html 
7th Grade GLE 11, 16, & 22.
Art/Language Arts

· A lesson alternative to the typical book report is available at the Read Write Think web site.  The instructional plan consists of two 50 minute sessions and a rubric and links to examples are provided for students to view before they start the project.  The purpose of this lesson is have students summarize, give character details, review, and make related images on a bookmark. There is definitely room for students to show their creativity in their bookmark designs and layout. 
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/book-report-alternative-summary-135.html
Drama/Language Arts

· The Read Write Think web site has a lesson plan that provides an instructional lay out that engages students in literature circles in a more creative way.  The “Literature Circle Roles Reframed: Reading as a Film Crew” lesson plan gives teachers a list of student objectives, instructional plans for three sessions, and student assessments/reflections.
GLE 40

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/literature-circle-roles-reframed-877.html?tab=4#tabs   

Math/Social Studies
· The teacher could set up a lesson plan that would require students to use math, social studies, and information resources knowledge. The lesson would show students how to find out what state Chesterville is located in.  The book says it is about four hours away from Atlanta, Georgia. Then students could look up information about working as a Sports Announcer to find out if any job possibilities would be available where Gracie  lived in Chesterville. The teacher could instruct students to use Google maps to chart the distance from Chesterville, Mississippi to Atlanta, Georgia. Then the students could create a graph to show the distance between the two.  Next, students would write a brief three or four paragraph essay on why it would or would not be feasible for Gracie’s dad to drive to Atlanta every day.   Another idea would be to place students in cooperative groups and make a poster presenting the information they find.  A rubric would be provided for this activity.   
http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.shtml 

http://www.daftlogic.com/projects-google-maps-distance-calculator.htm
Occupation Outlook Handbook  

http://www.bls.gov/OCO/ 

Science/Writing
· On pages 92-93 of the book the author writes about Gracie’s search for the book in a wooded area. In this passage the author touches on all five senses in a play-by-play fashion. The teacher should read this passage and ask the students which of the five senses are being referred to in each sentence. Then have the students try writing a passage that also touches on each of the five senses.
http://www.randomhouse.com/kids/pdf/OnlineWritingActivities.pdf
GLE=Grade Level Expectancy
Source: Louisiana Department of Education

http://www.louisianaschools.net/lde/saa/1915.html 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Who is the main character and how is she? What does she buy that dramatically changes her life and the life of her family and close friend? Who is her best friend?

2. What does she write in the journal first and what happens as a result of what she wrote? What animal shows up at Alice’s house, the animal shelter, and Gracie’s house? What does this animal want from Gracie?

3. What does Gracie write in the journal that gets her younger brother into trouble? What does she write about Dylan that gets him suspended from school? 

4. What does Gracie write about her sister Jen and The Fridge in the journal? Why does this end up causing trouble for Jen?  

5. How does Gracie find out once you write something in the journal you can’t write to reverse it?

6. Does Gracie decide to keep the journal or not?  Why is she afraid to leave the journal where someone might find it and write in it? Whose journal was it before Gracie bought it?

7. Does Gracie learn some life lessons from the power of the pen while she has the journal?   

WEB SITES
Lisa Williams Kline

http://www.lisawilliamskline.com/index.htm 

The official web site for Lisa Williams Kline provides a biography about the author and reviews of her books.  

Read Write Think

http://www.ReadWriteThink.org/ 

 A web site full of wonderful lesson plan ideas complete with estimated lesson time, student objectives, and step by step activities for each lesson session. Also, this web site has links to technological interactive tools to help students’ complete activities and suggestions for assessments or links to rubrics, etc. The lessons are listed in grades bands of K-2, 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12.  Please see links below listed under Student 

Compare and Contrast Link

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/compare-contrast-30066.html 
The Compare and Contrast link provides an interactive tool that helps students learn to make an outline for one of three types of essays. Also a listing of links to lessons for various grade levels that use this interactive tool are listed on this link as well.  
Letter Generator Link 

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/letter-generator-30005.html 
Students could use the Letter Generator Link to write a letter to Gracie giving her advice on what to do at different points during the story.  Idea came from teacher’s letter/e-mail to Gracie. 
Book Report Alternative: Book Mark Lesson Link

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/book-report-alternative-summary-135.html
Literature Roles Reframed Link

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/literature-circle-roles-reframed-877.html?tab=4#tabs 

Rubistar  

http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.shtml 

Rubistar is a great web site for teachers to use for creating, saving, and editing rubrics online.
Google Daft Logic  

http://www.daftlogic.com/projects-google-maps-distance-calculator.htm
An interactive internet tool available at Google that allows students to calculate distance using maps. 
Random House
http://www.randomhouse.com/kids/pdf/OnlineWritingActivities.pdf
The link to Random House provides three writing assignment ideas specifically for Write Before Your Eyes 
Occupation Outlook Handbook.  

http://www.bls.gov/OCO/ 

The information found on the Occupation Outlook Handbook web site is compiled by the U.S. Bureau of Labor.
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