DRAGON SLIPPERS
JESSICA DAY GEORGE
LOUISIANA YOUNG READERS’ CHOICE NOMINEE 2010

GRADES 6-8 

Submitted by Elizabeth Borné, Student, LSU School of Library and Information Science

Baton Rouge, LA

Dragon Slippers by Jessica Day George. Bloomsbury. 2007. 324 pages.

SUMMARY 

Creel never imagined how dramatically her life would change after her first encounter with a dragon. She receives from him a pair of mysterious shoes and begins her life in a new town, where she travels after her aunt's plan to have her rescued by a prince is foiled. Creel, a talented seamstress, encounters other dragons, a plotting princess, and handsome prince. A romantic and exciting story of espionage and embroidery, this is a fairy tale like no other!
AUTHOR'S BIOGRAPHY
Jessica Day George has always enjoyed reading and writing fantasy fiction, and Dragon Slippers is her first young adult novel. She enjoys playing the piano, knitting, traveling, watching movies, and learning languages and lives in Utah with her husband, son, and five-pound dog named Pippin.
Sources of author information: http://www.dragonslippers.net/author.aspx and http://www.jessicadaygeorge.com/About/default.aspx
OTHER TITLES BY AUTHOR
· Dragon Flight. Bloomsbury. 2008. 262 pages. (Summary omitted to avoid spoilers because it is the sequel to Dragon Slippers.)

· Dragon Spear. Bloomsbury. 2009. 256 pages. (Summary omitted to avoid spoilers because it is the sequel to Dragon Flight.)

· Princess of the Midnight Ball. Bloomsbury. 2009. 288 pages. A retelling of the tale of twelve princesses who wear out their shoes dancing every night, and of Galen, a former soldier now working in the king's gardens, who follows them in hopes of breaking the curse.
· Sun and Moon, Ice and Snow. Bloomsbury. 2008. 336 pages. A girl travels east of the sun and west of the moon to free her beloved prince from a magic spell.
Source of book summaries: Library of Congress Catalog.
RELATED TITLES
· Dragon's Blood. By Jane Yolen. Magic Carpet Books. 1996. 292 pages. Jakkin, a bond boy who works as a Keeper in a dragon nursery on the planet Austar IV, secretly trains a fighting pit dragon of his own in hopes of winning his freedom.
· Dragonflight. By Anne McCaffrey. Walker. 1968. 309 pages. Volume one in the Dragonriders of Pern series.
· Dragonhaven. By Robin McKinley. G.P. Putnam's Sons. 2007. 352 pages. When Jake Mendoza, who lives in the Smokehill National Park where his father runs the Makepeace Institute of Integrated Dragon Studies, goes on his first solo overnight in the park, he finds an infant dragon whose mother has been killed by a poacher.
· Eragon. By Christopher Paolini. Alfred A. Knopf. 2003. 509 pages. In Aagaesia, a fifteen-year-old boy of unknown lineage called Eragon finds a mysterious stone that weaves his life into an intricate tapestry of destiny, magic, and power, peopled with dragons, elves, and monsters.
· The Saint of Dragons. By Jason Hightman. Eos. 2004. 291 pages. After a lonely childhood at the Lighthouse School for Boys, thirteen-year-old Simon learns that he is descended from a medieval dragonslayer, and that his father needs his help to face the last of these evil monsters.
Sources of book summaries: Library of Congress Catalog.
CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS

This book offers opportunities for classroom connections in several subjects, including science, language arts, music, and art. 

Science: 

The following links could be used to begin a discussion of the "science" of mythical creatures:

· This site looks at the science behind mythical creatures, including dragons: http://content.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=11846
· This site contains hypothetical theories about the evolution of dragons: http://animal.discovery.com/convergence/dragons/profiles/profiles.html
Language Arts:

· Cover the following vocabulary words from the book: 
1. Was it so obvious that I was a total bumpkin? 

2. "Well, I think she did it on purpose," the princess said, refusing to be mollified.

3. By mid-morning I was as ready as I thought I would ever be, and Ulfrid agreed in her laconic way.
4. "He's a sort of hermit, you wouldn't know him."

5. "…the King's Seat is besieged by mad dragons …" 

6. The herbs were brittle, and if too much of them broke off, it ruined the charm.

7. "And now, in the capricious and foolish way of your kind, you have just given them away, causing no end of suffering to my people."

8. "At least Prince Luka has some sense," he said, indicating the morose prince, slumped in the chair beside us.

9. "No, the populace has become enamored of you, and you must be rewarded."

10. I felt my indignation rising.
· Early in the book, Creel says, "It was the stuff of fairy tales. Of course, in fairy tales, the young heroine did not get too hot and feel sweat running down the back of her neck." Explore what Creel means by "the stuff of fairy tales" by looking at some of the traditional elements of this genre.

· Common fairy tale situations: http://www.readwritethink.org/lesson_images/lesson42/RWT027-2.pdf.
· Common fairy tale elements: http://www.readwritethink.org/lesson_images/lesson42/RWT027-4.pdf.
· Discovering fairy tales: http://teacher.scholastic.com/writewit/mff/fairytales_discovering.htm.
Music: 

Shardas enjoys singing ballads for Creel. Use this as an opportunity to examine this form of music.
· Long list of ballads and accompanying lyrics and midi files (speakers required to hear audio): http://www.contemplator.com/child/index.html.
· What Is a Ballad? This site defines the ballad and explains its traditional characteristics: http://www.pbm.com/%7Elindahl/ballads/early_child/#what.
· This site also provides background information and traits of the ballad: http://www.math.grin.edu/%7Esimpsone/Connections/Poetry/Forms/ballad1.html.
· Checklist for ballads: http://www.readwritethink.org/lesson_images/lesson1097/Checklist.pdf.
· Lesson plan for analyzing and comparing medieval and contemporary ballads: http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=1097.
· More characteristics of the ballad: http://www.sip.uiuc.edu/people/rromero/notes/corrido_characteristics.htm
· This Smithsonian site, "The Music of Poetry," features ballads and blues stanzas: http://www.smithsonianglobalsound.org/archives_05.aspx. Contains audio (speakers required). This could also be tied into language arts.
Art: 

· Dragons are mythical creatures. Here's a project called "Make Your Own Mythic Mask or Puppet," which includes a dragon puppet: http://www.amnh.org/ology/?channel=mythiccreatures&c#features/stufftodo_mythic/mask_and_puppets.php?TB_iframe=true&height=580&width=800; here is another site for making a dragon puppet: http://www.princetonol.com/groups/iad/Files/dragon.htm.
· Scroll through this interactive exploration of the famous painting by Rogier van der Weyden, Saint George and the Dragon: http://www.nga.gov/kids/rogier/rogier1.htm.
· Explanation of the dragon as a traditional artistic symbol: http://www.nga.gov/kids/rogier/rogier8.htm.
· Sculpt dragons with clay. Examples here: http://www.eastchester.k12.ny.us/schools/ms/dragons/dragons1.html
· Create an artistic interpretation of Creel's Merchant Ball gown. (The gown is described in detail in the chapter entitled "A Gown Like Stained Glass.")
· Shardas' cave is filled with stained glass, and which was "the most gorgeous sight" that Creel "had ever seen." Detailed instructions on carrying out a stained glass lesson plan involving watercolor painting are here: http://www.associatedcontent.com/article/885841/art_lesson_plan_watercolor_stained.html?cat=4. 
· Here is a simpler stained glass activity: http://www.lessonplanspage.com/ArtStainedGlassWindowIdea17.htm.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Shardas steals blankets and food from others but only steals from prosperous farmers. Is it okay to steal from the rich, or is stealing always wrong? Explain your answer. 

2. At first, Creel is afraid of dragons. Until she gets to know Shardas, she worries he will eat her. Have you ever had the wrong first impression about someone? Has someone ever had the wrong impression about you? Explain.

3. Creel refuses payment from the princess for her slippers. Do you have a possession that you would refuse to sell for any price? What is it, and why is it so special to you?

4. Creel dreams of opening her own shop. What kind of shop would you open if you could? Why?
5. Dragons are collectors -- Shardas collects glass, and Feniul collects dogs. Are you a collector of anything? If so, what do you collect and why? Is your collection valuable monetarily or does it have sentimental value? Or both? Explain.
6. Dragon Slippers is the first book in a trilogy, and the book ends with the hint of a new adventure. What do you think comes next in the story? What do you want to become of Creel? Luka? The book's other characters?
WEB SITES
Book and Author

· Jessica Day George
http://www.jessicadaygeorge.com/
The author's official site, which includes a biography, information about her books, a list of her favorite books, a frequently asked questions section (FAQ), and a blog.
· Dragon Slippers
http://www.jessicadaygeorge.com/books/DragonSlippers/default.aspx
Section of author's site dedicated to the book; includes explanations of why Jessica Day George wrote it and what inspired certain names in the book, brief review excerpts, recipes, a pronunciation guide, and a gallery of different book covers from around the world.

Related Topics


Dragons
· Dragons: Creatures of Power

http://www.amnh.org/exhibitions/mythiccreatures/dragons/
American Museum of Natural History exhibit about dragons.

· Dragons: Between Science and Fiction

http://www.mcq.org/dragons/en/
Interactive site for exhibition at Musée de la civilisation in Canada. 
· Dragon Puzzles
http://animal.discovery.com/convergence/dragons/puzzles/puzzles.html
Four interactive dragon jigsaw puzzles. 

· Dragon Mythology

http://animal.discovery.com/convergence/dragons/myth/myth.html
Audiovisual presentation of the history of dragon mythology. Speakers required.

· Dragons in Children's Literature
http://www.ferrum.edu/thanlon/dragons/
Site with extensive information about dragons in children's literature, including the following:
· Dragons in Chapter Books for Children and Novels for Children and Young Adults
http://www.ferrum.edu/thanlon/dragons/novel.htm
Extensive bibliography.
· Dragons in Harry Potter
http://www.ferrum.edu/thanlon/dragons/HPDragons.htm
Information about dragons as related to the Harry Potter series.
Embroidery
· You Can Embroider
http://www.sublimestitching.com/howto.html
Site with tips on embroidery, including explanations for beginners, suggested tools, stitch diagrams, a glossary, and suggested projects.

For more on embroidery beyond the Web, try these books:

· Doodle Stitching: Fresh and Fun Embroidery for Beginners by Aimee Ray. Lark Books. 2007. 128 pages.
· Embroidery by Judy Ann Sadler. Kids Can Press. 2004. 40 pages.

· Kids Embroidery: Projects for Kids of All Ages by Kristin Nicholas. Harry N. Abrams. 2004. 144 pages.
· Simple Embroidery by Marilyn Green. Klutz. 2003. 50 pages.
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