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SUMMARY

Mirror, Mirror is a book of poetry that proves that there are always two sides to every story. Marilyn Singer has taken well known fairy tales and given them a new spin by telling one character’s side of the story, and then she uses those same words in reverse to tell the other side of the story. 
AWARDS

The Cybil Award for Poetry 2011

An ALA and CLA/NCTE Notable Book 2011

AUTHOR’S BIOGRAPHY
Marilyn Singer was born, raised and went to school in New York state. She holds a B.A. in English from Queens College and an M.A. in Communications from New York University. She has published over 90 books for children and young adults in many different genres. She has been a former host of AOL Children’s Writers Chat and is currently a co-host of the Poetry Blast at various conferences. Mrs. Singer lives in New York with her husband, poodle, cat, 2 doves and a starling.
http://marilynsinger.net
ILLUSTRATOR’S BIOGRAPHY
Josee Masse is a recognized artist and illustrator in Canada, her home country. She enjoys the challenge of illustrating children’s books. She lives near Montreal, Canada. Her English web site is www.joseemasse.com/bio_en.htm.
CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS
1. Create a KWL chart for a discussion of poetry. Discuss what makes a poem good?  What are some different types of poetry?

          http://marilynsinger.net 
          www.42explore.com/poetry.htm 
2. Make a list of the different types of poetry from activity one. Share some examples of each one. Have each child write a poetry booklet of their own which contains samples of some of their favorite types. Below are some literature titles that can be used as examples. 
                   Dogku – Andrew Clements  (haiku)
                   Flicker, Flash – Joan Bransfield Graham      (shape poems)

                   Poetry books by Doug Florian

Here are two online resources:

               www.apples4theteacher.com/poetry.html
               www.poetry-online.org/limericks.htm
3. Illustrate the poetry booklet.
      4. Choose another poet, and write a short biography about that person to be shared.

              Here is one online poetry resource:  
  www.poetry-online.org/childrens_poetry_resource_index.htm
5. Compare and contrast two poets. 

6. Investigate the history of poetry. Write a poem about a historical event.
               www.history-for-kids.com
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Which of the poems in the book are your favorites? What is it about these poems that appeal to you?

2. Mrs. Singer created these poems from her imagination. Can you think of another unique way to write a poem?

3. Do you think that the poems do a good job of helping recreating the fairy tale?

4. What questions would you ask Mrs. Singer about her poems if you could talk with her?

5. What medium did the illustrator use to create the art for the book? 
6. If you had an opportunity to speak with the illustrator, what would you ask her?
