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SUMMARY

Ol’Bloo donkey and his friends, Gnarly Dog, One-Eyed Lemony Cat, and Rusty Red Rooster, have grown too old to be useful to their owners and have been kicked out of their homes. Commiserating together, they agree that they all have “bee-yooo-ti-ful” singing voices and set off to seek fame and fortune in New Orleans as a “Boogie-Woogie  Band.” After all, if you have a voice that sounds like an accordion falling downstairs (that’s Ol Bloo), and add a voice that sounds like a gui-tar being scraped with a washboard (Gnarly Dog), and one that sounds like a fiddle being played with a carving knife (Lemony Cat), and finally add a voice like a player piano being hit with an ax (Rusty Rooster) you should end up with a mighty fine ensemble!
But on the way to New Orleans the friends get permanently side tracked when they attempt their first concert—with astonishing results. So them big city folks never did get 

to know what they missed!

Striking illustrations done in oil accompany this humorous tale, alternating pages with fine black silhouettes of the animal friends as they journey down the road. A lively and amusing version of the old Grimm favorite, Bremen Town Musicians.

AWARDS

Finalist for the Irma Black Award of the Bank St. College of Education for 2010-2011, which honors the year’s best picture book.

AUTHOR’S BIOGRAPHY

Jan Huling has written only two children’s books so far. Her first one, Puss in Cowboy Boots (Simon & Schuster, 2002) won a Parent’s Choice Award. In college Huling once played in a band named the Brattleboro Boogie-Woogie Band and Blues Ensemble, from whence comes this book’s title. She was born in Chicago, grew up in St. Louis and started out as a greeting card designer. She now is well known for making wonderful pieces of art with complicated beading, as well as for writing children’s books. She lives in New Jersey with her artist husband, Phil, and two cats, and she still plays the kazoo in a band.
e-mail: Janhuling@yahoo.com
for info on school visits: janhuling.com/bio. Click the link “children’s books I wrote.”

Mailing address: 938 Bloomfield St, Hoboken, N.J. 07030

Also: http://langwitches.org/blog/2009/05/24/skyping-in-author-and-illustrator-jan-phil-huling/ which has a video interview with Jan and a 5th gr class about her first book, Puss
ILLUSTRATOR’S BIOGRAPHY
Henri Sorensen was born February 18, 1950 and lives in Aarhus, Denmark, with his wife and two daughters. A noted European artist and illustrator, he won an international poster competition to start his career, and now works as a commercial artist and children’s book illustrator there. Sorensen has written and/or illustrated numerous children’s books, and has garnered several awards. His books include: Poetry for Young People: Robert Frost, My Love Will be With You by Laura Melmed, I Love You As Much by Laura Melmed, Gift of the Tree by Alvin Tresselt, Hurricane by Jonathan London, etc.

Contact: http://henrisorensen.com/contact.html
Also: www.peachtree-online.com/authorprofiles.pdf
CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS

Music
Wikipedia has this article on the subject of “boogie-woogie”, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boogie-woogie. 
The also book describes Bloo’s voice as sounding like an accordion falling down the stairs. Show your students what an accordion (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Accordion) is and what it sounds like. There are online videos of accordion music. You can also show your students examples of Louisiana Zydeco Music which often includes accordions. Additionally, you can also go to your local public library and check out music CD’s with examples of Boogie-Woogie, Zydeco and accordion music.

Another idea is to let students use a keyboard or other musical instruments to compose a tune/sound for each of the four animals. They can put it all together as a reader’s theater presentation. (This idea reminded me of Sergei Prokofiev’s symphony Peter and the Wolf, written in 1936. Each of the characters is represented by a musical instrument and melody. There are videos online of this short symphony if you want to show them as a musical example.)
Drama
This would be an easy story from which to write a play or Readers’ Theater script. It could also be used as a shadow puppet play—the illustrations include black silhouettes of each animal and could be copied. Here is an easy shadow puppet tutorial: http://www.squidoo.com/shadow-puppet-theater.  The students could also put on a shadow puppet show of the book for the younger children in their school.  
Language Arts

Use of language (especially adverbs and adjectives) in this version as opposed to the plain Grimm version could be discussed. (See bibliography of other versions at end of this guide.) Children could take a plain version of another folktale and embellish it with adverbs and adjectives, etc.
Dialect usage could be looked at and compared with other books that use dialect: the author’s Puss in Cowboy Boots (western); Kathy Price’s Bourbon Street Musicians (another Bremen Town version); Whistling Dixie by Marcia Vaughan (Georgia accent), etc. Does it add or detract from the story’s flow to use dialect?

Can discuss fractured fairy tales and children could each pick a short folk tale and retell it or write it from a different character’s point of view.

Read an original version of the Grimm tale, Bremen Town Musicians (like this one
http://www.pitt.edu/~dash/grimm027.html) and have your students compare and contrast the two tales.

Art

Can look at different versions and discuss the presentations and illustrations as affecting how each person reacts to the book—which illustrations do you like best? Why? Etc.

Can create masks for each animal character for use in a reader’s theater presentation by the class, etc.

Social studies
Lead a discussion on what is main point of story. Point out themes of cooperation and friendship, also theme of aging.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

-How did the language used add to the story?

-How do you think the story might have turned out if each animal had been on his own?

-Would the animals have been better off going to New Orleans? Why or why not?

-Do you think in the end justice is done? Why?

-What does the story say about getting old? About being scared?

-What exactly is a folktale?

-How did imagination play a part in the story?

-In some versions of the Bremen Town Musicians, the animals know what awful effect they will have on the robbers. In Ol’ Bloo they genuinely and innocently think they will give a concert for the robbers and the robbers will give them a little food or a coin or two as a reward for their great performance. Which version works best? Or does it matter?

OTHER RESOURCES:
Generic website for the folktale Bremen Town Musicians: http://www.lessonplanet.com; www.enotes.com 

Shake It Up Tales: stories to sing, dance, drum and act out, by Margaret Read MacDonald, August House, 2000.

Flannel Board Storytelling Book, by Judy Sierra, 2nd ed. Wilson, 1997, “Bremen Town Musicians.” p.170-175. Story and patterns.
BIBLIOGRAPHY OF OTHER VERSIONS of Grimm’s Bremen Town Musicians 
There are many different versions of this story. Here are a few that were readily available in Baton Rouge, listed by illustrator.
Galdone, Paul.(McGraw-Hill, 1968). BTM
Niroot Puttapipat (Candlewick, 2005). Musicians of Bremen.

O’Malley, Kevin. (Walker and Co., 2010) Animal Crackers Fly the Coop.
Orgel, Doris. (Roaring Brook Press, 2004)BTM
Palacek, Josef. (picture Book Studios, 1988)BTM
Plume, Ilse (Yearling, 1998). BTM

Price, Kathy (Clarion, 2002) Bourbon Street Musicians.

Ros, Roser (Chronicle Books, 2005) Las Musicos de Bremen (Spanish-English)

Wildsmith, Brian. (Oxford, 1999) Bremen Town Band

Wilhelm, Hans (Scholastic, 1992)BTM

Yolen, Jane (Simon & Schuster, 1996) Musicians of Bremen

Zwerger, Lisbeth (Minedition, 2007) BTM

Also found in these (not in pic bk format):

MacDonald, Margaret Read. “Twenty Tellable Tales.”(paperback, ALA, 2004 or 1st ed. Wilson, 1986) “Jack and the Robbers.” Good version for telling aloud.

Sierra, Judy. Can You Guess My Name? (Clarion, 2002) “How Jack Went to Seek His Fortune” Also good for telling aloud.
Simonson, Louise. Bremen Town Musicians: a Grimm Graphic Novel (Stone Arch Books, 2011) Ages 8 and up
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